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During recent years the milk industry of this 
country has undergone very material changes, 
both from the legislative and the producers’ 
aspect. One reason for these changes is that 
public interest has at last been aroused to the 
fact that formerly the milk produced was, 
nationally speaking, neither clean nor safe. 
With a view to making this important national 
food cleaner and safer it was deemed necessary 
to introduce legislation which it was hoped 
would achieve this object. A brief survey of the 
history leading up to this appears desirable. 

On May Ist, 1935, the Milk Marketing Board 
put into operation a scheme known as the “ Roll 
of Accredited Producers of the Milk Marketing 
Board.” The scheme applied only to England 
and Wales and was brought into being under 
Article 63 of the Milk Marketing Board 
(Approval) Order of 1933. The intention was to 
produce a healthier and cleaner milk for human 
consumption. It also gave financial aid to those 
producers who complied with the requirements 
as laid down in the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order of 1923 for the production of grade “A” 
milk. ‘ 

A new Order, entitled the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order, 1936, became operative on 
June 1st, 1936, simplifying in some measure the 
nomenclature of designated milks, and = also 
embodying various improvements towards the 
production of a cleaner and healthier milk 
supply. Like all legislation, the new Order met 
with much adverse criticism, due, no doubt, to 
the varying attitude of those local authorities 
responsible for the carrying out of the provisions 
of the Order. The result, unfortunately, is that 
throughout England and Wales to-day there is 
no uniformity whatsoever in the administration 
of the Order. This fact has been made very 
apparent at various conferences held through- 
out the country during 1936. It will, I hope, be 
realised that some degree of uniformity must 
be aimed at if all the milk-producing farmers 
are to receive that equality of treatment to 
which they are undoubtedly entitled. 

“ Accredited ” and “ tuberculin tested ” milks 
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have two very distinct aspects, neither of which 
‘an be overlooked or even lost sight of. One is 
that the milk produced under the Order must 
comply with a certain standard of cleanliness, 
and the other is that such milk must be pro- 
duced from a herd of cows which has been 
examined or tuberculin tested by a veterinary 
surgeon approved by the licensing authority as 
and when required by the Order. 
I propose dividing my remarks into two main 
headings :— 
(1) The veterinary aspect in the produc- 
tion of “ accredited ” milk. 
(2) Premises and equipment for the pro- 
duction of such milk. 


VETERINARY ASPECT IN THE PRODUCTION 
OF ACCREDITED MILK 

One of the most noticeable concessions made 
in the new Order permits of a cow or cows 
which has (have) in the past reacted to the 
double intradermal tuberculin test being re- 
tained in an “accredited” herd, but that 
reacting cows Inay not be added to such a herd 
from another herd. This is an important con- 
cession, as it gives a progressive producer some 
reward for his endeavours to rid his herd of 
tuberculosis gradually, and here, I think, it is 
well to note that all cows which react to the 
double intradermal tuberculin test do not neces- 
sarily give tubercle-infected milk. This fact is 
not so generally appreciated as it ought to be. 

The following pathological conditions are set 
out in the new Order? and if the veterinary 
officer finds any animal to be affected with, or 
showing symptoms indicative of, any of them, 
the producer must arrange for the removal of 
the animal from the “ accredited ” herd. Under 
certain circumstances Section 5 off the Milk and 
Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, is put into 
operation by the service of a formal notice, 
drawing the producer’s attention to the fact 
that it is illegal to sell milk from that animal 
for human consumption or for use in the manu- 
facture of products for human consumption: 
tuberculosis of the udder; any induration of the 
udder likely to affect the milk; enlargement of 
the supramammary lymphatic glands; tubercu- 
losis in any form which can be recognised 
clinically ; chronic cough with definite clinical 
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Symptoms of tuberculosis; anthrax; foot-and- 
mouth disease; mastitis; abscess of the udder; 
retained placenta; actinomycosis of the udder; 
suppuration of the udder; any comatose condi- 
tion; any acute septicaemic condition; any 
septic condition of the uterus, and any infection 
of the udder or teats which is likely to convey 
disease. 

Compared with the Milk (Special Designa- 
tions) Order of 1923, it will be seen that the 
Order of 1936 gives the veterinary officer in- 
creased scope to use his veterinary knowledge 
to good purpose when making the prescribed 
clinical examinations, and this is a definite 
improvement on the old Order. It is the opinion 
of experienced veterinarians, however, that it is 
quite unnecessary to include such pathological 
conditions as anthrax, foot-and-mouth disease 
and any comatose condition, as any bovine 
affected with these conditions yields little or no 
milk, and, furthermore, animals affected with 
either of the two first-mentioned conditions are 
under the control of the Orders made by the 
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Let it never be thought that because a herd 
is “ accredited ” and subjected to four examina- 
tions per annum, all the ills that bovines are 
heir to have vanished and are never likely to 
return. The necessary clinical examination of 
the herd once every three months is only the 
first step towards something more secure, 
namely, the formation of a “ tuberculin tested ” 
or an “attested” herd, and here I should like 
to stress the point that in “ accredited” farms 
one of the first principles that should be 
adopted by such producers is the formation of a 
self-contained herd of cows, by which is meant 
a herd entirely maintained in its unitary 
strength by the offspring of its members. Self- 
contained herds are less liable to disease than 
“ flying ” herds. 

There is a great difference in the administra- 
tion of the new Order from a veterinary aspect. 
Some progressive counties have adopted a 
systematic clinical examination of all milk- 
producing herds within their areas, and have 
utilised the services of a whole-time veterinary 
staff to do this essential work, whilst other 
counties have not appointed a whole-time staff 
but depend on the local practising veterinary 
surgeons for such examinations. In my opinion 
the formation and utilisation of a whole-time 
veterinary staff in each county is the ideal 
administrative objective. If the formation of 
such a staff is not practicable, the appointment 
of a whole-time chief veterinary officer to super- 
vise and co-ordinate the work of the practising 
veterinary surgeons so employed should be 
adopted. Either of these two types of service 
would tend to reduce the lack of uniformity 
which to-day exists in the application of the 
provisions of the Tuberculosis Order of 1925 
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and the Milk (Special Designations) Order of 
1936. 


PREMISES AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE PRODUCTION 
F ACCREDITED”? MILK AND “ TUBERCULIN 
TESTED” MILK 


Article 6 (5) of the Order reads: “ Every 
person who applies for a licence shall satisfy 
the licensing authority that his arrangements 
for the production, storage, treatment and dis- 
tribution of milk, as the case may be, are such 
as to comply with the conditions subject to 
which the licence may be granted.” Further, 
it is stated that the licensing authority must 
be satisfied that the requirements of all Acts 
and Orders relating to Milk and Dairies are 
being and will be complied with. 

It is this branch of the work which has given 
rise to so many divergent views. Each local 
authority has a different interpretation of what 
Article 6 (5) means, and, further, many local 
authorities employ various officials to see that 
these provisions are being uniformly applied. 
The result is that there are differences in the 
attention given to their enforcement, probably 
due to the want of true co-operation. 

From the legal point of view the only official 
who can actually insist on structural alterations 
or pass the plans for a proposed new building 
is the borough or district council’s officer. The 
requirements of the Milk and Dairies Acts and 
Orders relating to premises rest entirely on his 
shoulders, but as regards “ tuberculin tested” 
and “ accredited” licences, the county council, 
as the licensing authority, have to be satisfied 
that the provisions of Article 6 (5) are being 
complied with. 

Recently a questionnaire was circulated by 
the Society of Veterinary Officers to county 
councils in England, and one of the questions 
included therein was: “ What officer of the 
county council examines the premises and 
methods of production with a view to granting 
a licence?’ Twenty-three replies were received 
as follows :— 


County veterinary officers 
Medical officers of health il a 
County sanitary inspectors... 
County agricultural organisers a 
Dairy instructress and staff... 
Chief inspector of weights and 
measures 1 
Medical officers of health, with ‘agricul- 
tural organisers 1 


Medical officers of health, with dairy- 
ing superintendents of agricultural 
23 
When one reviews this list, a very natural 
question arises: “ Can uniformity be obtained if 
all these various officials are employed in the 
granting of licences?” 
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As clean milk production is so intimately 
associated with healthy stock, it is essential 
that to maintain a high standard of health, the 
housing of the animals should be one of the 
first considerations. 


The Cowshed.—As most of our dairy stock 
pass a considerable portion of their lives 
indoors, it is imperative that the cowshed should 
be so constructed as to give the animals housed 
therein as nearly as possible all nature’s gifts 
in the way of cubic space, fresh air and light. 

The floor should be of hard, impervious 
material so that it can easily be kept clean, 
and must drain to a _ properly constructed 
channel discharging over a drain inlet in the 
open air. No untrapped drain inlet must exist 
in any cowshed, and buildings should be pro- 
vided with efficient eaves, gutters and fall pipes, 
so that roof water may be drained away, and 
these should not discharge on to a yard surface. 
The width of the manure channel should be 
approximately 2 ft. 9in.; the width of the milk- 
ing passage 5 ft.; the manure channel 6 in. deep 
at the heel of the stall, and the step on the 
milking passage side should be 3 in. The length 
of the cow standings should be graduated to 
suit large or small cows. 

The internal walls should be cement rendered 
to a height of 4ft. 6in., thus making them 
capable of easy cleansing. 

The lighting of the cowshed should be such 
as to present, on a reasonably bright day, with 
doors closed, no difficulty in discerning the 
cleanliness of the walls and floors in any part 
of the shed. There should be not less than 
2 sq. ft. of glass per cow, and where possible 
lighting should be from the roof of the shed. 

The ventilation of the cowshed should provide 
for adequate admission of fresh air and for the 
egress of foul air. This, in an old cowshed, is 
most difficult to provide; where possible, how- 
ever, inlets for fresh air should be provided at 
convenient points near the heads of the cattle, 
while for outlet ventilation, points in the ridge 
of the roof are generally best. 


The Dairy—The dairy on an “ accredited ” 
farm is a most important building, and this 
should adjoin the cowshed. In this building 
there should be three compartments :— 

(1) The receiving room.—This room acts 
as an intervening space between the cow- 
shed and the milk room, and can be used 
for housing overalls and the washing of the 
milkers’ hands. 

(2) The milk room.—This is used for the 
cooling and bottling of the milk, and every 
endeavour should be made to see that it is 
dust- and fly-proof. 

(3) Adjoining the milk room is a room 
used solely for the washing and sterilising 
of utensils. The milk room and sterilising 
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room should communicate by means of a 

doorway with a sliding door. 
These three rooms should have concrete floors, 
and the walls should be cement rendered to a 
height of 4ft. or, in the case of the milk room, 
to the height of the cooler. It has been observed 
recently that sheet asbestos and Essex boarding 
are being utilised for the lining of the walls in 
the milk room. This material wears well, is 
impervious, and has a comparatively smooth 
surface. 

Cleansing of Utensils —In paragraph 10 of 
Circular 1533 issued by the Ministry of Health, 
it is stated that the Minister is advised that it 
is necessary, under the Milk (Special Designa- 
tions) Order of 1936, that there should be a 
steam steriliser and container. Anyone who has 
practical experience in milk production must 
agree that the use of steam should not be looked 
upon as the first and last word in the produc- 
tion of clean milk, although it is a very great 
help in reducing the amount of labour involved. 
In this connection, all transport churns should 
be steam sterilised at the farm of production, 
even although these churns may be said to have 
been sterilised at the depdts, as recommended 
by the County Councils Association in their 
Official Gazette of December, 1936. 

The steam chest should be capable of holding 
not only all the utensils, but the transit churns, 
unless a steaming stool is installed by which 
these can be sterilised. 

The boiler for the generation of steam should 
be situated outside the sterilising room, and 
must be capable of producing a head of steam 
so that the temperature in the chest will be 
maintained at 210° F. for 15 to 20 minutes. 

No standard has been adopted with regard to 
the size or capacity of the generating steam 
boiler installed. It is my opinion that every 
boiler on an “accredited” farm should be 
capable of raising and maintaining a pressure 
of not less than 101b. Where a steaming stool 
is installed much steam is wasted. Small 
boilers are useless if a steaming stool is used. 
The guiding principle should be to have suffi- 
cient steam in proportion to the number of 
gallons of milk produced, whether bottled or 
otherwise. 

Many small farmers are quite able to produce 
“ accredited” milk without a steam steriliser, 
but I would suggest that any farmer having 
15 cows or over would benefit by the introduc- 
tion of a steam steriliser for the cleansing of 
the plant. A farmer having less than 15 cows 
can well produce the desired article by using a 
steam copper for the sterilising of his utensils 
and plant. 

Water Supply.—* Accredited” farms should 
have a sufficient and suitable water supply, 
which should be bacteriologically tested at least 
once a year. In flat, low-lying counties the 
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water supplies from shallow wells often fail 
bacteriologically owing to surface or subsoil 
contamination. Every milk producer’ should 
periodically consult the local sanitary inspector 
to satisfy himself that the water is suitable for 
his requirements. Contaminated water may be 
the cause of dirty milk by reason of its use in 
washing the cows’ udders and flanks and the 
dairy utensils. Wherever main water is avail- 
able, encouragement should be given to the 
producer to instal it. 

Every farmer wishes to carry as many head 
of cattle as his land permits, and one must 
respect his ambition, but there are “accredited” 
farms which are grossly overstocked in com- 
parison with their cow-housing accommodation. 
The milk-producer increases his difficulties if 
there are interruptions in the milking of one 
lot of cows to attend to the grooming of another. 
This leads to a criticism of what is known as 
* out-dairying ”* or the “bail” system of milk 
production. This method is gaining popularity 
amongst farmers to-day and I think that, 
theoretically speaking, the system has much to 
commend it, but whether an “ accredited ” 
licence should be granted to an “ out-dairying ” 
farmer is open to question; it might form the 
basis of a discussion to-day. It has been my 
experience in two counties that during the 
months of October to February, inclusive, it is 
impossible for the animals to be kept as clean 
as one would reasonably expect, and it is also 
impossible efliciently to sterilise the milking 
plant. I would” therefore suggest that 
“accredited” licences should be granted in 
respect of these farms for specified periods 
which could be known as “ seasonal” licences. 
This would involve an alteration in the law, as 
every licence expires on the last day of each 
year. 

Laboratory Service.—Ilt is important that the 
services of an efficient laboratory should be at 
the disposal of the licensing authority, primarily 
for the examination of samples of milk, sputa, 
or other material for the presence of disease, 
and secondly for the examination of samples, of 
milk to ascertain the bacterial content. If the 
examination of samples for cleanliness is the 
test of a producer's capabilities as to whether 
he is fit to hold an “ accredited ” licence, then 
there should be a recognised uniform method of 
taking these samples. Samples for bacterial 
content should never be taken from a smaller 
quantity of milk than ten gallons, and should 
be transmitted to the laboratory in accordance 
with the requirements of the new Order. 

On and after January Ist, 1937, provision is 
made for a new type of test known as the 
methylene blue reduction test. The old test, 
with which you are all familiar, has done 
yeoman service in the education of all concerned 
in clean milk production, and I do feel that we 


“THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


June 5th, 1937. 
are discarding an old friend who will not be 
readily forgotten. The new test may be likened 
to the double intradermal tuberculin test in that 
it does not tell us the amount of contamination 
in a particular sample. The samples of milk 
will either “comply” or “ not comply ” with 
the regulations. There is, however, one distinct 
advantage over the old test in that a speedier 
result is obtained. 

The transit of samples taken for cleanliness 
at the farms of production presents administra- 
tive difficulties, and it seems to me desirable, in 
order to obtain national uniformity, that 
licensing authorities should consider the neces- 
sity of appointing “ collecting” ofticers. These 
officers will not require to have had any special 
training, as their sole duty would be to collect 
and transport the samples obtained by the 
salnpling officer. 

In paragraph 22 of the Ministry of Health’s 
Circular No, 1533, it is stated the intention is 
that the milk should habitually comply with 
the prescribed conditions, but that a licence 
should not be revoked until evidence of a number 
of samples shows that the conditions are not 
habitually observed. Surely, then, before a herd 
is licensed, habitually complying samples should 
be obtained, and I would suggest that two, at 
least, and preferably four samples should be 
obtained during the month before the licence is 
granted. This would enable structural altera- 
tions to be carried out if necessary, and the 
herd could be bulk sampled for animal inocula- 
tion test as to the presence or absence of 
tuberculosis. 


Recommendations.—The administration and 
control of the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order of 1936 falls mainly upon county councils, 
and I suggest that to obtain uniformity each 
county council could set up a committee to deal 
with the granting, withholding or revocation of 
licences. This committee could be fully execu- 
tive and be composed of members representing 
producers’ and consumers’ interests. The com- 
mittee would be guided by the reports of its 
officers. In cases where differences of opinion 
occurred the farm in question could be inspected 
by the committee. As regards Article 6 (5) of 
the new Order, it is of importance to quote the 
memorandum issued by the County Councils 
Association in January, 19386, in which it is 
stated that “experience is proving that those 
councils who have established whole-time veter- 
inary staffs are able to carry out this work 
with less difficulty, more efficiency, and greater 
economy than those who have not yet done so. 
In practice the major part of the work falls on 
the veterinary staff in the course of their 
routine inspections.” 

Again, in June, 1935, the County Councils 
Association passed the following resolution : “ It 
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is undesirable to adopt any fixed standard or 
standards of construction in cowsheds. Such 
difficulties as may arise in this connection ean, 
in our opinion, be best overcome by co-opera- 
tion between the county veterinary officers and 
the rural sanitary inspectors.” 

Karlier in this paper I have stated that the 
borough or district council's officers are the only 
officials who can legally demand structural 
alterations of any kind on registered farm 
premises, and I would suggest that full advan- 
tage be taken of the veterinary officers’ know- 
ledge in this direction, and that the various 
officials concerned should exchange views on 
particular reconstruction and, if possible, pay a 
combined visit to the farm. I feel sure that. 
this much desired co-operation would lead to 
satisfactory results and remove much unneces- 
sary duplication. Further, it would also be more 
economical. 

The Grigg Commission recently drew atten- 
tion to the lack of uniformity existing through- 
out the country and recommended the setting up 
of a central authority comparable to that which 
exists to-day in Northern Ireland. The milk 
industry in England and Wales is carried on 
under such various geographical and climatic 
conditions that, in my opinion, local county 
government is the only adequate machinery 
suitable for each county’s particular needs, 


Milk and Dairies 
Legislation® 


J. POLLARD, M.R.c.v.S., D.Vv.S.M., 
HALIFAX 


The subject of my paper is intended to give 
opportunity for general discussion rather than to 
bring forward anything new. In the first 
instance, | would like to discuss the Milk and 
Dairies Order, 1926, and consider how it helps 
to achieve the object of improving the milk 
supply. This Order has swept away all local 
regulations for the purpose of the adoption of a 
general standard for the country. While one 
realises there were deficiencies in the old enact- 
ments and local regulations, still there was much 
which one could have wished should be retained. 
Certain factors have been considered essential— 
light, ventilation, and a good floor, etc. Certain 
conditions that were considered important have 
been discontinued. For example, air space no 
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longer holds the premier place, and I think all 
will agree that cubic space without ventilation 
is an illusion. On the other hand, if the cubic 
space is too small, that will necessitate too 
frequent change of the air, which will prove 
detrimental to the health of the animal occupants, 
The pendulum can swing too much to one 
extreme as to the other on this matter. One 
must bear in mind the analogy of housing, where 
improving housing and reducing overcrowding 
has played such an important part in diminishing 
tuberculosis. 

In the old orders and bye-laws provision was 
made regarding the amount of glazing in propor- 
tion to the size of the cowshed, the facing of 
the walls with cement, the site and construction 
of a manure dump. It must be acknowledged 
that it is more important to bave the openings 
in suilable places rather than to insist only on 
quantity. There is nothing in the Milk and 
Dairies Order to prohibit the keeping of a horse 
with cows that are giving milk; nor the continu- 
ance of that abomination in a cowshed called 
“a throwout” to the manure dump. It is 
prohibited to keep swine or poultry, but not 
pigeons. Why should they be an exception? 

Take the question of manure dumps! Such 
a requirement might be unheard of as there is 


no mention of such in the Milk and Dairies 
Order. So far as the Order is concerned, a 


farmer may deposit manure anywhere provided 
it does not cause a nuisance. I am certain those 
present will agree it is most important that some 
control of site and construction should be exer- 
cised. It might be all right if a farmer were 
willing to deposit the manure in a vehicle and 
remove it to some suitable field daily. 

It has always puzzled me why a dairyman 
should be required to have a dairy, whilst a 
wholesale producer is not subject to such a 
requirement. Farmers frequently store foodstuffs 
in their cowsheds, which cannot be considered 
to be an advantage either from the standpoint of 
cubic space or hygiene. Should a certificate of 
registration be granted to an applicant whose 
premises are not constdered to be suitable? It 
does not appear to be reasonable to the public 
that 18 months’ grace should be allowed to pul 
the place in order. I have known instances 
occur where a tenant has been given a period 
of grace to do certain alterations and has left 
just prior to the expiration of such period and 
the same process has had to be gone through 
with a new tenant. 

Should registration be granted to a_ cattle 
dealer whose cows are subject to long irregular 
intervals of milking which affects the quality of 
the milk? A cattle dealer changes his herd 
frequently, but that is not the only factor; he 
effects changes of cattle that have not done well 
or for some reason are undesirable on a dairy 
farm. Again, at certain periods of the year the 
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newly purchased cows are very dirty, and buyers 
like to see this condition as it is an indication 
that the cows have come from a fresh area; such 
cows are likely to be as stated in regard to 
freshness of milk. If the dealer is registered, 
should the milk go for manufacturing purpose? 
There are exceptional cases where dealers are 
well equipped. 

Bottling of milk is now more common. Bottles 
are not always used for the purpose intended, 
and cleansing may be insufficient to render them 
safe for use. I submit that bottling should not 
be permitted unless the Milk and Dairies Order, 
1926, can be complied with regarding the use 
of boiling water or steam. Steam sterilisation, 
paying due regard to temperature and time, 
should be carried out. 

Permission is granted under the Milk and 
Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, to make bye- 
laws complementary to the Milk and Dairies 
Order, 1926, but I do not know of any authority 
in England which has made such bye-laws. As 
compared with Scotland, England is far behind 
in regard to meat and milk. 

There is no arguing on certain details such 
as the depth of a step from the heel to the 
channel. It is prescribed in the bye-laws. Again, 
our farmers would have a shock if they saw the 
provision for outlet (Findlay) ventilation in Scot- 
land, which is frequently an opening along the 
whole of the ridge about six or nine inches wide. 
True, rain and snow can penetrate, but it is 
confined to the floor space corresponding to the 
roof opening, and in response to enquiries at 
different places I was informed the cattle did 
not show any ill effect nor were the sheds cold. 
Conditions have not been made any better locally 
by the establishment of the Milk Marketing Board. 
This district was never one where large herds 
were kept, but conditions have made the farmer 
adopt the four cow standard. This is neither 
economical nor progressive. The day is not far 
distant when milk will be obtained by retailers 
from farther afield. 

Law and science do not appear to run well 
together. The law and the official have tywo 
different conceptions as to what is dirt. The law 
wants something tangible, and germs are of no 
account, hence there is no_ bacteriological 
standard for ordinary milk. I remember in one 
case where milk was coming from an unregis- 
tered source to a farm for retail delivery the 
following morning. The law stated that a sale 
would have to be proved before a prosecution 
could be taken. Imagine trying to watch the 
milk in the meantime! 

Should an unsatisfactory producer be allowed 
to continue? At the present time there is no 
regulation to remove wholesale producers from 
the register. I submit that subject to the usual 
appeal, local authorities should have the power 
to remove unsatisfactory producers from the 
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CowWSHEDS 


Should it be permitted to build a new cowshed 
on a hill-side where the shed would be below 
the level of the ground? Again, should it be 
permitted to build alongside the walls of a new 
cowshed? 

The Milk and Dairies Order prescribes an 
impervious floor for milking sheds, yet milking 
of cows can be observed in the fields in the 
south-west of England where the ground is not 
always firm and dry, and the milk is passed 
through a sieve or filter pad into the churn out 
in the open field, sometimes in wet weather; yet 
these farmers can obtain the same price for their 
milk as the farmer who is compelled, through 
climatic conditions or more stringent require- 
ments of the local authority, to make more suit- 
able provision, 

With regard to the distribution of the milk, 
I consider this branch of the milk industry has 
shown the least progress. Any old vehicles, 
particularly second-hand motor cars, appear 
suitable for the purpose. Churns appear to last 
indefinitely. The deposit of churns of milk at 
street corners where milk is transferred from 
churn to churn, practically using the street as 
a dairy, cannot be considered a system to be 
proud of, 

It is interesting to refresh one’s memory with 
Article 6 of the Milk and Dairies Consolidation 
Act, 1915—Provisions as to selling milk in a 
public place. “Every person who himself, or 
by his servant, in any highway or place of public 
resort sells milk from a vehicle or from a can 
or other receptacle, shall have conspicuously 
inscribed on the vehicle or receptacle his name 
and address, and in default shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £2.” 

According to this article, all motor cars or 
vehicles must have the name and address of the 
registered dairyman conspicuously exhibited 
thereon, and as I also interpret this article, in 
the case of bottled milk the name and address 
of the dairyman should be inscribéd on the 
bottles or discs. It will be noted that the word 
“ conspicuously ” is used in regard to vehicles 
and receptacles. 

Judging by the omissions, some dairymen 
appear to be unaware of these regulations. 


Tue MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDER, 1936 


This new Order gave county councils and 
county boroughs the control and supervision 
of tuberculin-tested herds which had _ been 
previously under the Ministry of Health. Fresh 
nomenclature was given to this designation, and 
a new standard for the testing of milks for 
cleanliness was adopted. The standard was 
lowered, and opinion may differ on this decision. 

This leads up to the question of accredited 
milk and the conditions—premises and equip- 
ment—to qualify for a licence to produce milk 
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“AMPULIQUES ” 


MANGANESE BUTYRATE 


Manganese Butyrate Injection owes its introduction into 
veterinary practice to the clinical success which it has 
attained in the treatment of staphylococcic and strepto- 
coccic infections in man. 

Many practitioners prefer it to Manganese ‘ Colloigen,”’ 
and its prompt administration in septic conditions is 
of great value. 


For Mastitis in Cows, the dose is 2-5 to 3c.c. given 
intramuscularly. 

Interdigital Cysts in Dogs have also been treated with 
injections of 0-3 c.c. (5 minims). 


PRICES: 
; Box of six Box of twelve 
“Ampuliques” 0°3 c.c. 5% 1/6 2/9 
2-5 c.c. 5% 5/- 9/- 


” 


Also rubber-capped bottles of 1 oz. 5/6 each. 


Illustrated booklet about “‘Ampuliques”’ post free on application. 


Cc. J. HEWLETT & SON, LTD. 


Manufacturing Chemists 
35/42, Charlotte Street & 83/85, Curtain Road, London, E.C.2 


‘Dettol’ is having a striking success among veterinary 
surgeons because it combines a pleasant smell with high 
germicidal activity. This clean, clear fluid is three times 
more efficient than pure carbolic acid, and it can be used 


at really effective strengths. . 


‘ Dettol’ is non-poisonous even when undiluted. It re- 


tains its germicidal powers in the presence of blood, serum, 


pus and feces. ‘ Dettol’ is also an excellent deodorant. 


For professional use ‘Dettol’ is suppliedin 1 gallon g y 
tins at 12/6 each, 4 gallon bottles at 7/6 each, 
32 oz. bottles at 5/- each. For sale to the Public 


16 oz.bottles at 3/- each, and 4 oz. bottles at 1/- each. 
These prices do not apply in the Irish Free State and PKADE MARE 


Qverseas. Sample and full information on request. THE MO DERN ANTISEPTIC 


RECKITT AND SONS, LTD. (PHARMACEUTICAL DEPT.) HULL. LONDON: 40 BEDFORD SQUARB, W.C.1 


Combat infection with 

Combat infection wit 
] 
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ACUTE ECZEMA OINTMENT 


(VETERINARY) 


For Erythema, etc., in pet dogs. Composed of Calamine, Salicylic Acid with Oxide of 
Zinc, etc., perfumed. ‘To be well rubbed into the affected parts three or four times a week. 


Price 3/- per lb. In 1 oz. and 2 oz. pots, 6/6 and 9/= per doz. 
In tubes, 6/6 per doz. 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM 


(VETERINARY) 
The Combined Carbonates of BISMUTH, MAGNESIUM, CALCIUM and SODIUM 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM will be found most effective in the treatment of Acute Gastritis. 

Ordinary cases of Indigestion are speedily relieved, and in the more serious digestive troubles 

gratifying results will be obtained by the continued employment of BISMA-CALNA CREAM. 

DOSE (for dogs). In acute cases, half teaspoonful to one tablespoonful, according to size and 
breed every two hours; later reduced to twice daily. 


PRICE 1/6 per lb. Winchesters 1/4 per Ib. 


JOHN RICHARDSON & Co., Leicester, Ltd. 


Manufacturing Chemists, 
Established 1793. LEICESTER. Incorporated 1891 


The surest and cheapest 


preventive against __all Dr. Burdizzo’s 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
Bloodless Castrators 


IMPROVED VETERINARY 


Disinfectant Fluid 


Approved by the Ministry For Lambs, Calves, Bulls, Pigs. No blood. No risk 
of Agriculture when diluted of poisoning. Simple. The patent Dr. Burdizzo 

1 part in 100 parts of water. Cord Stop feature ensures retention of cord. 
Patent knee rest attachment for use with large 

models frees one hand to hold the cord. 
5 GALL, 3 DRUM 
Carriage Paid (goods train) to any Railway Station in Great Britain P RICES ' 
Special Discount to the Veterinary Profession Cord Stop Models Plain Jaw Models 


From Branches of 19 in. 8 in. 19 in. 


9 in. 
42/6 up 57/6 32/- up to §3/- 
Knee Rest 7/6 extra. 
Write for the Burdizzo Catalogue. 


The Cooper-Stewart Engineering Co., Ltd., 
or, Boots Veterinary Department, Nottingham 136-7 Long Acre, London, W.C 2. 


BOOTS PURE DRUG CO., LTD., NOTTM. 
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under that designation. It is realised by the 
varying number of licences that conditions or 
standards vary in the several counties. Dr. 
Lethem, of the Ministry of Health, at the Congress 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
stated that in these days of democratic govern- 
ment a policy of dictatorial control is not in 
accordance with the spirit of the age. Further, 
those who spend the greater part of their lives 
working in one district would be amazed at 
the differences in different parts of England. Any 
arbitrary standard would be looked on in certain 
counties as elementary and childish and in others 
it would be regarded as absurdly stringent and 
impossible to enforce. Dairy farmers argue that 
if the requirements are law, then they should be 
enforced throughout the country there should 
not be certain conditions on one side of the road 
which are ignored on the other side. 

Meat inspection is another example of the 
chaotic conditions when local authorities are left 
without any means of co-ordination. On_ the 
other hand the Ministry of ‘Health has prescribed 
a change of method for examination of milk as an 
index of cleanliness whether the local authorily 
prefers it or not. The one decision the Ministry 
of Health has given is as to the installation of 
a steam steriliser, but even there a difference of 
opinion may arise as to apparatus (outfit). 

Under the Milk Act, 1934, a sum of £750,000 
was allocated to be spent—-over a period of four 
years—in improving the milk supply to secure 
freedom from disease. The control and super- 
vision of this sum-—a most insignificant amount 
—is in the hands of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, who decided that the best way to 
achieve the object was to establish what are 
termed attested herds, which are tuberculin- 
tested herds under special conditions and sub- 
jected to independent testing by the veterinary 
officials of that Ministry. 

In this case the Ministry of Agriculture exercise 
control to an even greater degree than the 
Ministry of Health exercised over graded tuber- 
culin tested herds prior to July, 1936. For the 
owner to obtain any benefit under this Act the 
milk must be sold under the Milk Marketing 
Board scheme, for which a bonus of one penny 
per gallon is allowed. On account of the onerous 
conditions, this part of the Act is unacceptable 
locally. 

I am unable 
tested milk should be 
the subsidy to schools. 


tuberculim 
from 


to understand why 
debarred as such 


Discussion 

Major D. S. RapaGuiati (West Riding County 
Council) congratulated Mr. Pollard upon giving a 
paper so full of important and practical points 
for discussion. 

Much had been said about lack of uniformity 
in the administration of the various enactments. 
He fully endosed that, and pointed out that nol 
only did they exist between county and county, 
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but more so in, the case of sanitary authorities. 
In the West Riding, where there Were no less 
than 147 different local authorities administering 
the Milk and Dairies Order, there was a vast 
difference to be noticed; while some sanitary 
authorities had done very good work and had 
carried out the provisions of the Order to a 
large extent, there were others even yet who 
had done littl or nothing to fulfil their 
obligations, 

He deplored the fact that there were many 
registered slaughterhouses on farms adjacent to 
cowsheds and dairies, and yet it was not possible 
to cancel registration of such slaughterhouses. 

Speaking of steam for sterilising utensils, he 
said the West Riding County Council had from 
the first insisted on steam for all accredited 
licensees, not necessarily a high-pressure boiler, 
but that was urged for all the larger farms. He 
considered a suitable boiler was essential. He also 
said they endeavoured to arrange that sterilisin 
should be carried out twice a day, but he hac 
to admit that there were some farmers who used 
their sterilisers only once a day, especially in 
winter. 

He expressed his agreement with the essayist 
as to the anomaly of tuberculin-tested milk being 
debarred from the milk for school children 
scheme, and pointed out the inconsistency of 
providing tuberculin-tested milk for sanatoria 
and mental hospitals, and yet this milk was not 
provided, except to a very small extent, for the 
children for whom it was so important. 

The number of farmers producing tuberculin- 
tested milk in the West Riding to-day had more 
than doubled in the last two years, and he 
greatly hoped that nothing would be done to 
lessen the supply of that milk and make it 
unremunerative to produce. 

Mr. Pollard had said the West Riding farmers 
would have a shock if they saw the Scottish 
Findlay system of ventilation. He (the speaker) 
pointed out that there were now quite a number 
of cowsheds in the West Riding with that excel- 
lent type of ventilation, and the County Council 
Small Holdings Committee had installed it’ in 
many of their new cowsheds. 

Major E. J. BuRNDRED (Blackburn) referred to 
the necessity for control of the dairyman as well 
as the producer. In Blackburn the dairyman 
must provide two separate rooms and must 
sterilise utensils with steam. He emphasised the 
need for more sampling for visible sediment, 
tubercle bacilli, ete., of all milks, and pointed 
out that if individual producers’ milk were 
sampled, it was much better for the county 
authority which investigated. 

It had been stated, at a meeting in London, 
that certain requirements for accredited grade 
in a county did not go beyond the requirements 
of the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, and that 
if that Order had been adequately administered, 
they would have been unnecessary. They knew 
that over 20,000 producers had qualified for the 
accredited grade, but they did not see any great 
activity with regard to the worst farms. It was 
a good time for the sanitary” staffs in the 
producing areas to push forward with work 
under the 1926 Order, so as gradually to build 
up a further group of farms which, in a reason- 
able time, could qualify for the higher grade. 
The Government and semi-Government schemes 
which were encouraging the retention of old 
cows could do nothing but ill for the public, 
but the attested scheme, though only the begin- 
ning, was an earnest endeavour at least to begin 
the eradication of bovine tuberculosis. The only 
attested herd in’ Laneashire supplied — the 
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infectious diseases hospital, the maternity 
hospital, and also retailed to the general public 
of Blackburn, 

The tuberculin-tested herds should be kept oul 
of the Milk Marketing Board’s scheme. 

With regard to sterilisation of utensils, the 
powers in the 1926 Order were_ probably 
sufficient as so many ——_ nowadays were 
using glass bottles that if they were compelled 
to use boiling water or steam, the casualties 
amongst the bottles from the use of water would 
drive them to steam. 

Dr. J. C. Pickup (Wombwell) said that if they 
looked back on the last 20 years he thought they 
could es | that the standard of milk production 
was much higher now. To-day there was nothing 
like the number of cases of surgical tuberculosis 
that there was about 20 years ago. That was 
due to the better milk supply and to pasteurisa- 
tion. He confessed that occasionally he felt 
rather hopeless in regard to the subject of further 

he farmers were very conservative in his 
district, and thought that the public health 
administration was over-keen. e, therefore, 
invited them all to dinner, but he did not talk too 
much about milk. Next year the farmers were 
again invited to dinner, along with the Public 
Health Committee. On that occasion he pressed 
the point of improvement and asked the farmers 
to go in for graded milk. A few months after- 
wards the man he had least expected to do 
anything started to produce graded milk. Now 
40°9 per cent. of the milk produced was certified 
and over 75 eee cent. of the milk was graded 
milk. They had gained a great deal by per- 
suasion, and he thought they could say there 
had been great progress in the last ten years. 
He stated further that he would like to see only 
tuberculin-tested milk supplied free to school 
children. 

Councillor C. B. Hopkinson (Saddleworth 
U.D.C.), whilst agreeing with the larger part of 
the discussion, said that all the previous speakers 
had dealt with the theoretical side, but he wished 
to speak on the practical side. Referring to the 
steam sterilisation of utensils, etc., whilst he did 
agree that that was an asset, he was prepared 
to show proof by official tests that. milk could 
and was being produced in the region of 3,000 
bacteria per c.c., and showing absence of coli- 
form bacillus in one-hundredth of a c.c., whereas 
the accredited roll condition laid down in the 
official guide stated: (a) not more than 200,000 
bacteria per c.c., and (b) no coliform bacillus in 
one-hundredth of a c¢.c. 

Various authorities had issued licences to 
people who had no steam sterilisation apparatus, 
and he quite agreed with that action when counts 
could be shown as outlined, as against the official 
standard, 

Fancy fittings and silver-plated water bowls 
would not produce clean milk, and all his 
experience showed that the — handling the 
milk and stock must be habitually clean. : 

He believed that there were more milk 

roducers in West Yorkshire than there were in 
Cheshire or Staffordshire, and yet West Yorks 
showed only about 600 on the roll, whilst 
Cheshire and Staffordshire were both showing in 
the region of 2,500 each. 

He asked whether that was due to the standard 
set by West Yorkshire being too high or to the 
others being too low. They must always keep 
in mind that the people who were not on the 
roll had to contribute to the penny per gallon 
allowed to the people who were on. He asked 
them to take carefully into consideration the 
farmer’s viewpoint when they altered the housing 
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of his stock, as he alone had to pay; that particu- 
larly applied to standings and channels. 

_ A point in the paper was made that long 
irregular intervals of milking affected the quality 
of milk. He agreed, but they must not lose 
sight of the fact that in a variable climate such 
as was found in the north, any extreme cold 
such as could be caused by making shippons 
into wide open spaces also affected both the 
quality and for a cow naturally re- 
absorbed the butter-fat for bodily warmth. 

With regard to T.T. herds, he wondered how 
long they would have to wait before legislation 
was brought about to prohibit reactors from a 
T.T. herd being allowed to be taken out and 
offered in open auction. He hoped that veter- 
inary officers would keep pressing for that to be 
— He asked whether some scheme could 
not be brought about to compensate the farmer, 
thus facilitating the extermination of such 
reactors. 

Mr. Po.uarp stated, in reply, that he considered 
he had been let off very lightly, as he had 
expected some sharp expressions of opinion on 
the points raised, 

In reply to Councillor Hopkinson’s remarks 
with regard to the ability to produce milk of a 
low bacterial count without steam sterilisation, 
whilst it was possible to do so by _ boiling 
utensils, it would be interesting to know the 
age and temperature of the samples examined, 
as it was known that samples of “unsatisfactory” 
milk could receive a good report, say, within 
three hours of sn a particularly if the 
milk was cooled and there was a cool atmo- 
sphere. It was as the sample increased in age 
and the temperature rose that the bacteria multi- 
plied and the good sample could be distinguished 
from the bad. 

With regard to Councillor Hopkinson’s remarks 
that licences for the use of the designation 
“ Accredited” should be conditional the 
ability to produce milk within the bacteriological 
standard, and that the condition of buildings 
should not count, he disagreed with that view. 
While he knew that there were worthy and 
reliable dairy farmers who were debarred from 
enrolment on account of buildings, he considered 
Mr. Hopkinson’s suggestion to be impracticable, 
as an_ unsatisfactory applicant could make a 
special effort and demand equal treatment, 
although one might know that he was unlikely to 
maintain the conditions. There must be some 
arbitrary standard, 

With regard to the pears of reactors being 
sold in the open market, there was nothing 
illegal in that action, neither did he consider 
there was any greater risk of disease than by 
the average untested cow. Anyone associated 
with the inspection of meat knew that the fat 
sleek cow was the one that was frequently found 
to be full of the disease, while in a reactor from 
a tuberculin-tested herd that had passed one test, 
the lesions of disease required searching for. It 
would be a different matter if some State scheme 
of eradication were in operation. 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


A course of lectures on air raid precautions 
has been arranged by the Kensington Division, 
B.M.A., starting on June 9th, at the Hammersmith 
Hospital. We understand that veterinary sur- 
eons in the district will be notified by the 
on. Secretary, Dr. H. A. Nathan, 42, Warring- 
ford Avenue, W.10, but should they fail to 
receive an invitation, they should apply to Dr. 
Nathan for further details. 
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In Parliament 


ERADICATION OF THE DISEASES OF 
ANIMALS 


Minister’s Announcement of Large-Scale 
Campaign 


LONG-TERM POLICY FOR AGRICULTURE 


In the House of Commons on Thursday of 
last week, Mr. W. Morrison, Minister for 
Agriculture, in reply to Mr, Attlee’s enquiry if 
he was now in a position to make a statement 
with regard to agricultural policy, made an 
announcement of the Government's long-term 
policy for agriculture. 

The statement showed that this policy is to 
include measures for increasing the fertility of 
the soil, increasing the wheat acreage, assisting 
growers of oats and barley, more extensive 
schemes of land drainage and a big campaign 
for the eradication of animal diseases. 

Mr. Morrison explained that the Government's 
policy for dealing with particular agricultural 
products will be continued, and he foreshadowed 
early proposals for the future of the milk and 
pig industries, but could make no immediate 
statement about poultry and eggs. 

He pointed out that the agricultural require- 
ments of war and peace were very different, 
and the Government had decided that it would 
not be practicable to put our agriculture on a 
war-time footing at present, and that the situa- 
tion did not require such a step in time of 
peace, Defence considerations would not 
justify a policy in peace time of stimulating 
production to such a pitch that the country 
would eventually be faced with a_ highly 
artificial situation which would have to be 
liquidated if the emergency did not arise. 

The Government felt that the best course to 
pursue in the general national interest was to 
continue efforts to improve the general 
prosperity and efficiency of home agriculture, 
and in particular to promote an increase in soil 
fertility and productivity. The measures 
decided upon were so designed that, should an 
emergency arise, we should be in a_ position 
immediately to take advantage of improved 
fertility, and, should it not arise, we should 
be increasing the productivity of our land and 
stock by means consistent with our normal 
agricultural practice. 

Centralisation of Public Veterinary Services 

The Minister then indicated the Government's 
proposals, saying, in connection with those for 
the eradication of diseases of animals :— 

“The Government propose to initiate a large- 
scale and more comprehensive campaign for the 
eradication of animal diseases in Great Britain. 
Our object is to improve the health of our live- 
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stock and increase agricultural productivity by 
seeking to eliminate what is perhaps the worst 
of all forms of wastage and economie loss in 
agriculture. In the first instance, efforts will 
mainly be directed to the eradication of diseases 
among cattle. The scheme will involve an 
additional charge on the Exchequer of about 
£600,000 per annum for the first four years. It 
will, however, involve centralisation of public 
veterinary services and as against the increased 
cost to the Exchequer, the expenditure by local 
authorities will be reduced by about £170,000. 
Parliamentary authority will be required for 
these proposals. The Government are anxious, 


however, to lose no time in developing the 
existing schemes of control of disease and, 


accordingly, T am arranging at once to amend 
the Attested Herds Scheme under the Milk Act, 
1034, by providing additional assistance in 
Kngland and Wales, as has already been done 
in Scotland, to owners of dairy stock who are 
desirous of eradicating tuberculosis from their 
herds. This revised scheme will become opera- 
tive on June Ist next.” 


OTHER PROPOSALS 

Farmers are to be helped to raise the fertility 
of the soil and grasslands by increased use of 
lime and basic slag. For a limited period of 
years the cost to the farmer of lime and basic 
slag will be reduced by 50 per cent. and 25 
per cent. respectively. 

The limit of the “anticipated supply” under 
the Wheat Act, 1932, is to be raised from 
6,000,000 to 8,000,000 quarters, thereby 
stimulating an increase in wheat acreage. 
At present this will involve no cost but will 
give a valuable additional insurance to wheat 
growers. 

Growers of oats and barley not receiving 
benefit under the Wheat Act will receive a 
standard price of 8s. per cwt,. for oats, and 
there will be a national standard acreage. 

-ayment will be calculated on an average yield 
of 6 ewt. per acre, and the payment for each 
eligible acre will Be six times the differ- 
ence between the standard price of 8s. per 


ewt. and the average market price over a 
period. 
For barley there will also be a_ national 


standard acreage and a paymeht at the same 
rate per acre as for oats. 

At prices now prevailing for oats there would 
be no payment, but if prices were to fall to 
the lowest level of recent years the Exchequer 
liability in any year, for both oats and barley, 
would not exceed £1,750,000. In no case will 
the payment exceed £1 an acre. 

It is proposed to extend the system of Exchequer 
grants for land drainage and to undertake 
essential works costing up to €450,000 in any 
one year. 
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The Government will encourage further experi- 
ment in grass-drying, to increase supplies of 
home-grown feeding stuffs. 

In connection with grassland improvement, 
the Minister said :— 

“In a policy aimed at raising the fertility 
and productivity of our soil the improvement 
of our grassland must be an objective of funda- 
mental importance. Grass forms one of our 
greatest natural resources and it is in the 
national interests that it should be more fully 
and profitably utilised in time of peace and be 
a reservoir of fertility for an emergency. By 
the Livestock Industry Bill at present before 
Parliament and the arrangements for regulating 
supplies of livestock and meat to this market 
the Government are seeking to promote the 
prosperity efficiency of the livestock 
industry. The Government believe that this 
measure and those now proposed for drainage 
and for the increased use of lime and basic slag 
will lead to a marked improvement in the grass- 
land of this country. The Government are also 
alive to the potentialities of dried grass as a 
possible addition to home-grown supplies of feed- 
ing stuffs. They are accordingly encouraging 
further experiments in grass drying.” 

Mr, Morrison concluded by saying: “ In the 
opinion of the Government the proposals which 
I have outlined, by increasing the productivity 
of our agriculture, not only will enable it better 
to meet the situation in the event of war, but 
will be a = substantial aid towards raising 
efficiency, lowering costs and establishing the 
industry on a sounder economic foundation in 
time of peace, 

“The necessary legislation to give effect to 
these proposals will be introduced at the earliest 
possible moment.” 

During his speech the Minister gave the 
following “ rough estimate” of the cost of the 
proposals :—— 

Eradication of animal diseases, £600,000 a 

year ; 

Land drainage, £140,000 ; 

Lime and basic slag, £1,000,000 ; 

Help to growers of oats and barley, a 
maximum of £1,750,000, 

Some Labour members expressed concern 
about the cost, but the Minister of Agriculture's 
stutement appeared to be well received by the 
House as a whole, 


THE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY BILL 
SECOND READING BY THE HouSE OF LORDS 

In the House of Lords on Thursday of last 
week the or FeversHAM moved the second 
reading of the Livestock Industry Bill, which has 
passed through the Commons. He said that the 
statement he had just read provided the general 
background of this measure. One of the 
important features of the Bill was that it fell 
on the livestock industry itself to co-operate 
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with the Government through the Livestock Com- 
mission in obtaining the benefits the Bill was 
likely to afford. The object of the Bill was to 
provide machinery for future action rather than 
to offer an immediate solution of the difficulties 
with which the industry had been beset for a 
considerable time. But it was a comprehensive 
ieasure and its scope provided for greater 
economy and efficiency. 

The EARL OF KINNOULL said that the Bill was 
good in parts. The Labour Party parted com- 
pany with the Government on the question ot 
the subsidy. He could not believe that a subsidy 
was the best way of helping farmers to obtain 
remunerative prices. The Opposition welcomed 
the principle of organised slaughterhouses, but 
they could not support the Bill wholeheartedly 
and without qualification. 

Lord CRANwortnh said that no Government was 
entitled to adopt a complacent attitude regarding 
agriculture until it could say that it had put 
wages in that industry on a comparative level 
with other industries, but if he had appeared 
ungrateful in some ways, he wanted most 
heartily to congratulate the Government for 
laking up this question and the immense pains 
they had taken. He trusted that his own belief 
that the subsidy would not prove entirely effec- 
tive would be shown to be too pessimistic. 

Viscount Astor said that this was the last big 
measure of the Government for dealing with 
special commodities. The Government in the 
past had dealt with agriculture as though it 
consisted of a lot of separate industries. He 
believed that if agriculture had been dealt with 
as one industry they would have got better value 
for the money that had been spent on it. 

He did not agree that agriculture was worse 
off than it was a few years ago. The rise in 
the value of agricultural land was not a_ bad 
test of the prosperity of the industry. Referring 
to the provision for a Livestock Commission with 
a large staff, and also for an advisory committee 
to the Commission, he said that times had 
changed indeed when such a proposal could be 
brought before their lordships’ House without 
any strong protest. 

Since the milk scheme was introduced the 
specialised production and rearing of calves had 
declined, and the quality of beef had tended to 
deteriorate. It would have been far better if 
the Government had been in a position to deal 
with milk and with cattle at the same time. It 
was also impossible to deal with one type of 
meat without taking into consideration the other 
types. 

In regard to subsidies, it) should not be 
attempted to guarantee the farmer a profil. A 
far sounder principle on which to base subsidies 
was to guarantee the farmer against serious loss 
through the bottom failing out of the market. 
It would have been better to have. given an 


t 


June Sth, 1937, THi? VETERINARY RECORD. No, 23. Vor, 49. 711 


ad valorem subsidy on the value of the beast. 
The flat rate subsidy had worked as an anti- 
grading measure. The additional quality subsidy 
proposed in the Bill was on the right lines. 

Lord BINGLEY said that while he hated sub- 
sidies he realised that a subsidy was necessary 
in the present instance. The farmers had a 
difficult’ position to face. Marketing this 
country was terribly out of date and urgently 
necded improvement, 

The Eart or RApnor said that by setting up 
the Livestock Commission the Government were 
allempting to evade the responsibility for their 
own acts. The Commission was an entirely 
unnecessary part of the livestock organisation. 
The Bill would not help the livestock industry 
or the general trade of the country. 

The EARL oF MANSFIELD said that the marketing 
provisions of the Bill were likely seriously to 
affect the livelihoods of thousands of small 
traders. 

The EARL or FEVERSHAM, replying to_ the 
debate, said that it was important to realise 
that the Bill was intended essentially to help 
the farmer to help himself. It was an enabling 
measure and there was not much danger of 
the farmer becoming less self-reliant owing to 
the legislative provisions of Parliament. With- 
out these proposals for planning the industry 
they could obtain no bottom to the market. 

The Bill was read a second time. 

The Exportation of Horses Bill was read the 
third time, on May 28th, and passed, 

The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons ‘recently :-— 
AGRICULTURE (RESEARCH EXPENDITURE) 

Mr. Riptey asked the Minister of Agriculture 
how much money has been expended by his 
ee for research purposes in each com- 
plete year since 1920; and in what directions 
the money has been expended? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: The total expenditure on 
research charged to the Ministry’s Vote during 
each of the financial years, 1920 to 1936 inclusive, 
was as follows: 1920—£245,263, 1921—¢146,284, 
1922-—€211,428, 1923- £214,426, 1924 £277,029. 
1925—£330,419, 1926—¢€314,727, 1927—-£292,689, 
1928—¢292,761, 1929-——€337,156, 1930—-¢445,047, 
1931—-€421,761, 1932-—¢317,127, 1933—¢314,266, 
1934——€311,554, 1935—t321,248, 1936—t340,923. 

These sums have been expended in the follow- 
ing main directionns: (a) Grants for fundamental 
research in the various branches of agricultural 
and veterinary science carried out at the several 
research stations and_ institutes; (b) Grants for 
local investigation and gp ot! work in certain 
subjects carried out by specialists appointed to 
University Departments of Agriculture _and 
Agric ultural Colleges; (c) Research, — either 
continuing or temporary, carried out directly 
under the Ministry, e.g., research into animal 
diseases; (d) Fishery research, including main- 
lenance of research vessels. 

I am sending the hon. Member a copy of a 
leaflet which contains a list of the agricultural 
and veterinary research institutions indi- 
cates the subjects of research with which each is 
primarily concerned, 


Tuberculosis (Attested Herds) Scheme 
(England and Wales) 1937 


AMENDMENTS OF THE 1935 SCHEME 
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 


As foreshadowed in the Statement of Agricul- 
tural Policy made by the Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries in the House of Commons on May 
27th, and published elsewhere in this issue, the 
Minister has amended the Tuberculosis (Attested 
Herds) Scheme (England and Wales) dated 
January, 1935, by the issue of a revised Scheme 
which supersedes it as from June Ist, 1937. The 
purpose of the new Scheme, which adheres to the 
principles on which the earlier Scheme was 
based, is to encourage the addition of increased 
numbers of herds to the Register of herds 
oflicially certified to be tuberculosis-free, by the 
offer of additional financial inducements to 
owners of cattle herds to qualify for a Certificate 
of Attestation. 

The condition which a herd must satisfy before 
a Certificate of Attestation will be issued and the 
herd entered in the Register of Attested Herds 
kept and published by the Ministry, remain as 
heretofore, viz., the herd must pass an official 
test, and this test in turn will be applied only 
if the herd has passed the two preceding herd 
tests carried out by the owner’s veterinary sur- 
geon at the stipulated intervals without any 
reactors being found. The principal amendments 
contained in the new Scheme are as follows:— 

(1) Any owner having a herd of cattle 
which has been tested with tuberculin and 
has been found to contain not more than a 
certain specified proportion of reactors 
(about 10 per cent.) may, if the reactors 
have been disposed of, apy.ly to the Ministry 
for financial assistance towards the cost of 
further tests (up to a maximum of four com- 
plete herd tests) with a view to completing 
the eradication of tuberculosis from his herd 
and applying for a Certificate of Attestation. 
The contribution payable by the Ministry 
in respect of each of these “ assisted ” herd 
tests will be at the maximum rate of 2s. 6d. 
per head of cattle tested plus a sum. of 
¢{1 1s. Od. per herd, but the contribution will 
in no case exceed the amount of the charges 
made by the veterinary surgeon who carries 
out the tests. It is intended that these 
assisted tests shall be carried out by a veter- 
inary surgeon employed by the owner of the 
herd, but the arrangements for the tests must 
be submitted to the Ministry beforehand for 
approval. 

(2) In any case in which a herd fails to 
pass the official required before a 
Certificate of Attestation can be issued, the 
owner, instead of having his application 
rejected as at present, will have the oppor- 
tunity of applying for further official tests 
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at the expense of the Ministry up to a 
maximum of three complete herd tests 
(making four official tests in all). When the 
whole herd passes one of these tests a 
Certificate of Attestation will be issued. 

(3) Herds which have been accepted for 
“assisted” tests or for additional official 
tests mentioned in the two preceding para- 
graphs will be known as “ Supervised” 
herds and their owners will be required to 
observe certain Rules (set out in the second 
Schedule to the Scheme), dispose of reactors, 
and disinfect the premises. These rules vary 
somewhat from those applicable to Attested 
herds but are designed with the same object, 
viz., to protect the herd from the risk of 
infection by contact with cattle which are 
on adjoining premises or which may be 
added to the herd, 

(4) The interval required to elapse 
between any of the qualifying tests for 
attestation has been shortened to one of 
from 60 to 90 days, thus enabling herd 
owners to achieve attestation in a shorter 
time than formerly. 

(5) Provision is made whereby official 
tests (other than those for the purpose of 
deciding whether a Certificate of Attestation 
may be granted in the first instance) may 
be carried out by veterinary practitioners 
nominated by the Ministry. These are the 
tests required at certain intervals to satisfy 
the Ministry of the continued freedom of the 
herd from tuberculosis before a Certificate 
of Attestation is renewed. All official tests 
will be at the expense of the Ministry. 

The direct advantages to herd owners of 
entering the Scheme of Attestation lie in’ the 
provision by the Ministry of free tests, together 
with a bonus of 1d. per gallon on all milk from 
the herd sold) through the Milk Marketing 
Scheme, The advantages of owning a tubercle- 
free herd do not by any means end here. The 
wastage of cattle due to the ravages of tuber- 
culosis is considerable and the Attested Herds 
Scheme affords a means of protection against 
such wastage. As proved at recent sales, animals 
coming from known tubercle-free herds com- 
mand substantially higher prices than animals 
from herds in respect of which there is no such 
guarantee. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that the 
Ministry proposes to make increased use of the 
services of veterinary practitioners in connection 
with the new Scheme. Not only is it intended 
that the owner’s veterinary surgeon shall carry 
out the “ Assisted” Tests described in (1) above, 
but it is also proposed to employ private practi- 
tioners for a proportion of the official tests to 
be carried out at certain intervals after attesta- 
tion, to satisfy the Ministry as to the continued 
freedom of the herd from tuberculosis. This 
procedure is already followed in Scotland and 
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the scale of fees to be paid to veterinary surgeons 
for carrying out the post-attestation tests will be 
similar in both countries. 


Explanatory Memorandum 


_ CL) The Object of the Scheme.—The Scheme 
is designed to encourage the establishment, in 
England and Wales, of herds of cattle officially 
certified as free from tuberculosis. Herds which 
are so certified will be known as Attested herds 
and will be entered in a Register of Attested 
Herds which will be kept and published from 
time to time by the Ministry of Roricalture and 
Fisheries, 

(2) Method of Qualifying for a Certificate of 
Allestation.—Before a herd can be entered in the 
Register of Attested Herds, all the animals com- 
prising it must have passed an official tuberculin 
test made by a veterinary inspector of the 
Ministry. Such a test will be made only if the 
management of the herd and the conditions in 
which it is kept are considered by the Ministry 
to be satisfactory and if the herd has passed two 
tuberculin tests, carried out on behalf of the 
owner, without reactors being found. The owner 
of a herd entered: in the Register will be 
required to comply with the rules contained in 
the First Schedule to the Scheme. (See para- 
graphs 10, 11 and 12 of this memorandum). 

(3) Further Official Tests v) Reactors are 

Found.—If an official test is applied with a view 
to a herd becoming attested, and reactors are 
found, the owner of the herd will have the 
opportunity of applying for further official tests. 
He will be required to dispose of the reactin 
animals and to disinfect the premises occu ied 
by them. Official tests up to a maximum of four 
will be carried out free of charge to the owner 
at intervals of not less than 60 days, and if any 
further reactors are found they must be disposed 
of by the ‘owner and the premises disinfected 
as before. If at any one of them no reactors 
are found, a Certificate of Attestation will be 
issued. 
(4) Financial Assistance towards Qualifying 
for a Certificate of Attestation—Under the 1935 
Scheme the one tests necessary before an 
official test could be applied were made wholly 
at the expense of the owner of the herd. The 
present Scheme provides for assistance towards 
the cost of qualifying tests not exceeding four in 
the case of any herd which has been tested with 
tuberculin and has revealed not more than a 
specified proportion (about 10 per cent.) of 
reactors. he owner must comply with certain 
conditions including the disposal of reactors 
immediately after each test and the disinfection 
of premises. The contribution which the 
Ministry offers towards the cost of each of these 
“assisted” tests is at the rate of 2s. 6d. per 
animal tested, plus a flat rate of £1 1s. per herd. 
The contribution in the case of a herd of, say 40 
cattle will thus amount to £6 1s. in respect of 
each herd test. Before a herd will be accepted 
for these “assisted” tests, the Ministry will 
satisfy itself that the management of the herd 
and the conditions in which it is kept are suit- 
able for the proper observance of the rules 
applicable to Attested herds. : 

(5) Supervised Herds—-Herds’ which are 
accepted for further official tests or | for 
“ assisted ” tests under the conditions explained 
in the preceding paragraphs 3 and 4 above will 
be known as Supervised herds. The rules to be 
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observed in the case of such herds are set out in 
the second Schedule to the Scheme. See para- 
graph 13 of this memorandum.) 

(6) Renewal of Certificates of Attestation.—For 

the purpose of the renewal of a Certificate of 
Attestation an official test, towards the end of 
the period for which the certificate is valid, will 
be necessary. If the herd passes the first 
renewal test, the certificate will be renewed for 
twelve months, but if reactors are found they 
must be disposed of immediately the 
premises disinfected and further official tests will 
then be applied at intervals of not less than 60 
days up to a maximum of four tests in all. If 
the herd passes one of these subsequent tests a 
renewal for six months will be granted. While 
these tests are being made the herd remains on 
the Register and the bonus mentioned in para- 
graph 8 continues to be payable. 
_(7) Award of Certificate of Attestation in 
Exceptional Cases——-Where a new herd is built 
up from animals transferred under_ satisfactory 
conditions from other Attested herds, or direct 
from the Channel Islands, the Ministry will be 
prepared to consider the issue of a Certificate of 
— without the application of an official 
est. 

(8) Payment of Bonuses——All_ milk sold 
through the provisions of the Milk Marketing 
Scheme from an Attested herd will qualify for 
the payment, by the Ministry, of a bonus of 1d. 
per gallon. 


(9) Other Advantages of the Scheme.—In addi-’ 


tion to the financial assistance towards the cost 
of testing and to the rey of bonus referred 
to in paragraphs 4 and 8, all official tests carried 
out by or on behalf of the Ministry will be 
made free of charge to the owner. The advan- 
tages of possessing a tuberculosis-free herd are 
obvious. The wastage of cattle due tothe 
ravages of tuberculosis is considerable and in 
this connection it should be borne in mind that 
the issue of a Certificate of Attestation is tanta- 
mount to a guarantee of freedom from. that 
disease. The substantially higher prices com- 
manded by _ tuberculosis-free animals are a 
further advantage to be derived from _ the 
eradication of the disease from the herd. 

(10) Rules to be Observed in the Case of 
Altested Herds. (First Schedule to Scheme).— 
The object of the rules is to maintain the herd 
in a state of freedom from disease and they are 
concerned, therefore, very largely with the 
conditions under which fresh animals may be 
brought on to the premises, the conditions 
governing the movement of “ Attested” cattle to 
agricultural shows and special sales, and with 
the provision of adequate fences surrounding the 
premises on which the Attested herd is kept. 

(11) Movement of Cattle on to the Premises of 
an Altested Herd.—No cattle may be brought on 
lo the premises of an Attested herd except with 
a permit issued by the Ministry. The conditions 
which will be specified in such permits vary 
according to the character of the premises from 
which the added animals are being brought. 
Thus, in the case of animals coming from 
another Attested herd, or from a_ special sale 
reserved exclusively for animals from Attested 
herds, the conditions will relate to the isolation 
of the animals during transit, directions as to 
watering during transit, and the proper disinfec- 
tion of any vehicles in which they may be 
conveyed. If, however, an animal is being 
brought from premises other than these, the 
permit will generally contain additional condi- 
tions regarding the testing of the animal prior 
to movement, the isolation of the animal on 
arrival on the attested premises, and to its 


official testing not less than 60 days after its 
arrival thereon. 

The rules permit of the movement of animals 
from an Attested herd to one or more agricul- 
tural shows where special accommodation has 
been set apart for animals from Attested herds. 
In such cases the animal will be re-admitted to 
the herd under a permit —- that it shall be 
officially tested 60 days after its return to, or 
arrival in the herd, but isolation will not be 
required pending that test. 

he Ministry is prepared to afford facilities for 
the movement of animals between two Attested 
herds for breeding purposes. 

(12) Movements + Cattle from the Premises of 
an Attested Herd.—Permits for the movement of 
animals from the premises of an Attested herd 
will not normally be required unless the animals 
are intended for return to the same herd or 
addition to another Attested herd or to a Super- 
vised herd. 

(13) Rules Asoteuae to Supervised Herds. 
(Second Schedule to Scheme).—These rules are 
largely comparable with those applicable to 
Attested herds (First Schedule), but differ in 
regard to the precise conditions under which 
animals may be moved on to or from. the 
premises of the herd. As in the case of 
Attested herds no animal may be brought on to 
the premises of a Supervised herd except with a 
permit obtained from the Ministry, whilst move- 
ments from the “supervised” premises are 
controlled only in the case of animals intended 
for addition to an Attested herd or another 


Supervised herd. 


PLANTS POISONOUS TO STOCK 


“A very valuable account of American work 
upon plants oem to stock by J, F. Couch 
has recently been published (J. Chem. Educ. 14 
January, 1937),” states Nature in a recent issue, 
and continues: “ The annual losses of livestock 
in the United States are estimated to exceed 
two million dollars, and in Texas during one 
spring, animals valued at 300,000 dollars died 
from the effect of one species. It is pointed out 
that, though poisonous wild species are wide- 
spread in the _ agonal well-fed animals are 
usually reasonably safe; when the ranges are 
over-stocked, the hungry animals turn to the 
less palatable species of plants, and then the 
damage is done. Among the poisonous types of 
plants described aree larkspurs, lupins and 
senecios containing alkaloids; glucoside- 
containing plants in which the aglycone may be 
cyanogenetic or phenolic or in which the 

ucoside is a saponin; solanine-containing plants 
in which the solanine is at once both alkaloidal 
and solaninic—it is responsible for the occasional 
poisoning from_ sprouting potatoes; plants 
containing proteins antigenic like the bacterial 
toxins such as the ricin in the castor oil bean, 
and resinoid-containing plants of_ the 
Ericaceae. The chemical nature of these resinoid 
substances, which are difficult to crystallise, is 
little understood. It is very interesting to learn 
that the resinoid andromedotoxin is taken up 
by the bees from the flowers of some of these 
Ericaceous plants, and the honey then made may 
be very poisonous. Another obscure poison Is 
the resinoid galitoxin found in the milkweed, 
Asclepias galioides. This makes this plant one 
of the most poisonous in the_ States, three 
ounces of the fresh plant being sufficient to cause 
the death of an adult sheep.’ 
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Government Scheme for 
Eradication of Diseases 
of Farm Animals 


Hk veterinary profession, and particularly 

the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, has been greatly concerned for many years 
past at the way in which the services of the 
profession are being utilised in attempts to 
control the diseases of farm animals. In 1934 
the Council of the “ National” appointed a 
special committee, representative of all sections 
of the profession, to consider the position arising 
out of the Report of the Cattle Diseases Com- 
mittee, and this committee, after considerable 
deliberation, brought forward a scheme for the 
better utilisation of the veterinary services of 
the country on a national seale. Since this 
scheme was adopted by the Council, in January, 
1935, no attempts have been made by the 
authorities to effect any such co-ordination of 
the profession's services as therein advocated 
and as a result the evils consequent upon this 
continued lack of organisation tended to  in- 
crease. In 1985, therefore, the Council appointed 
a second specinl committee of like representa- 
tive nature to consider the position afresh. This 
committee has recently agreed unanimously to 
its final report, which is now in the hands of 
every member of Council prior to its final 
consideration in Edinburgh on June Sth. 

These facts indicate clearly the lively interest 
taken by the profession in its proper organisa- 
tion and utilisation and hence we may _ be 
certain that in the main the profession will 
welcome the statement on the long-term policy 
for the eradication of the diseases of cattle 
made by the Minister of Agriculture in the 
House of Commons on Thursday, May 27th. 
Little is known as yet of the details of the 
scheme, but it would appear that the Associa- 
tion’s proposal for the co-ordination and 
centralisation of the veterinary services is likely 
to be implemented. How far the details of the 
Association’s scheme will be followed is. still 
uncertain, but we may hope that the views put 
forward by the not infrequent deputations that 
have waited upon the Ministry and other 
influential bodies of late years have driven home 
their points sufliciently thoroughly to have 
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exerted considerable influence upon those who 
have drafted the present scheme for the 
Government. At present the Governinent’s 
scheme is to be restricted to the diseases of 
cattle, but we may hope that the co-ordination 
of veterinary effort will be extended in a like 
manner to milk production, pigs, poultry and to 
the meat inspection services of the country. 

At the present juncture it is unwise to 
anticipate further the Government’s intentions, 
but one thing is certain, that the reputation of 
the profession will be made or marred by the 
way the work of the veterinarian is carried out 
under these schemes. The working out of the 
details of the scheme and the choice of the 
right men both for the administrative and the 
executive work are extremely important and 
we sincerely hope the Minister will be wisely 
guided in arriving at his decisions. Not the 
least important detail of such national organ- 
isation is the position held by the veterinary 
surgeon at its head; the profession is unanimous 
in its request that, no matter who he may be, 


‘he shall at all times have direct access to the 


Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries in the 
same way as the chief medical officer of the 
Ministry of Health has access to his Minister. 

The profession awaits the announcement of 
further details of the Government’s scheme with 
high hopes; but hopes nevertheless still tinged 
somewhat with anxiety lest this great oppor- 
tunity should in some cruel way be missed or 
abused in its execution. 


The Amended Scheme for 
Attested Herds 


I* our issue of March 27th we drew attention 
to the grave anxiety created by the continued 
delay in amending the English scheme for 
attested herds. We are now, however, very 
pleased to draw the attention of our readers to 
the publication of the details of the amended 
scheme for attested herds (England and Wales). 
whereby the scheme in England is brought into 
line with that in vogue in Scotland. 

Under the new scheme the farmer is allowed 
to employ his own veterinary surgeon for the 
preliminary qualifying tests and these latter 
are now extended to four, if necessary, provided 
the farmer ensures that his herd is kept under 
certain specified conditions. The farmer is to 
receive financial aid up to a maximum of 2s. 6d. 
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per head of cattle plus a guinea per herd, to be 
used towards the payment of veterinary fees. 
Provision is also made whereby official tests 
(other than those for the purpose of deciding 
whether a Certificate of Attestation may be 
eranted in the first instance) may be carried 
out by veterinary practitioners nominated by 
the Ministry. These are the tests required at 
certain intervals to satisfy the Ministry of the 
continued freedom of the herd from tuberculosis 
before a Certificate of Attestation is renewed. 
All official tests will be at the expense of the 
Ministry, and the following are the fees to be 
paid :— 
Cattle, 
1 to 20 at 4s. per head, with a 
minimum fee of £1 11s. 6d. 
Additional cattle, 
from 20 to 40 at 3s. per head. 
Additional cattle, 
above 40 at 2s. per head. 


In addition, mileage at the usual Treasury 
rates will be allowed and tuberculin will be 
supplied free by the Ministry. These fees are 
slightly lower than was at one time suggested, 
but in view of the fact that the Ministry now 
require only the double intradermal test instead 
of as formerly both the double intradermal and 
caudal fold tests, the fees must be regarded as 
reasonable. 

The changes made should do much to retain 
the interest and enthusiasm of the profession 
in the policy of disease eradication, and we 
wish the amended scheme every success. 


SAFE MILK 


Addressing the conference of the Royal Insti- 
lute of Health and the Institute of Hygiene, 
recently held at Margate, Dr. L. Meredith Davies, 
Medical Officer of Health for Devonshire, speak- 
ing of milk, said that in order to secure a safe 
milk supply the margin of profits to the producer 
must be considerably increased. How that could 
be done without increasing the cost of milk to 
the consumer was a problem for the economists. 
Pasteurisation offered the only solution of the 
immediate difficulties, 


On financial grounds alone it was impossible 
for many farmers even to provide the labour 
necessary to produce consistently clean milk 
twice a day for 52 weeks in the year. The 
standard of cleanliness and care required of the 
skilled dairyman- closely approached _ that 
demanded of a hospital nurse preparing for a 
surgical operation, 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


A Case of Diabetes Mellitus 
in a Dog 


J. EARDLEY, M.R.c.v.s., 
and 
J. H. MeGHER, o.r.c.v.s. 


GLOUCESTER 


Subject.—A cross-bred Airedale, male, aged 
about eleven years. 

History—As given by the owner, this was 
that the dog had, during the two months prior 
to our examination, developed an excessive 
thirst, and also that there had been occasional 
vomition of a watery fluid which was becoming 
much more frequent. 


Examination.—The dog was found to be some- 
What emaciated, and in poor condition generally. 
There was some evidence of ascites, and the 
liver was felt to be enlarged. Temperature was 
100°5°, and the pulse was thin and wiry. A defi- 
nite cause of the condition could not at first be 
found, and a specimen of urine was obtained, 
the results of the examination of which showed 
the following :— 

Colour—Amber, with a slight opacity which 

S.G.—1030 


Albumin—Positive (faint reaction only). 
Blood—Negative. 

Bile—Negative. 

Indican—Negative. 

Acetone—Positive (strong reaction). 
Sugar—Positive (strong reaction). 

In the routine examination of urine for sugar, 
Nylander’s solution is used, and if the result 
is negative it is assumed that sugar is absent. 
In this case, owing to the reaction obtained, it 
was decided to apply Benedict’s test in order to 
confirm the presence of the sugar, and to elimi- 
nate the possibility 46f the first reaction being 
due to reducing bodies other than the sugar. 

It was estimated that there was some 6 per 
cent. of sugar present in the urine, and a 
tentative diagnosis of diabetes was made. In 
order to make this certain, the fermentation 
test was applied, and the result was again 
positive. The presence of the acetone was some- 
what alarming, and the prognosis was therefore 
not good. 

The dog was put on to a meat diet, and 
albumen water was given to drink. The results 
were unfortunately not seen, as the dog 
wandered from home a few days after treat- 
ment had commenced, and was found dead three 
days later. It was not possible to carry out a 
post-mortem examination, so the actual cause of 
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death was not known, but taking into considera- 
tion the amount of acetone found in the urine, 
it is quite probable that death was the result 
of the disease, and not from accident. 

This case is reported owing to the compara- 
tive rarity of true diabetes in the dog, and also 
to indicate the value of urine examination in 
such cases, 


* 


Death of Cat following 


Treatment for Parasitic 
Otitis 
(. G. HOPSON, M.R.c.v.s. 
(ZOLDERS GREEN 
and 


V. L. MASTIN 
RovaL VETERINARY COLLEGE 


Subject.—Male cat, aged about eight years. 

The cat was brought to the surgery and at, 
the owner's wish kept for examination and 
treatment. Microscopic examination of the 
secretion in the ears revealed parasites and it 
was decided to adopt the treatment recom- 
mended by Mr. Henry Gray, of linimentum iodi 
carbol. This course of treatment has given very 
excellent results in the past. 

Keeping in mind the susceptibility of cats to 
both iodine and phenol, only two drops were 
put in each ear at the first application, together 
with a little glycerine. The cat showed signs of 
distress almost at once and collapsed and died 
within two minutes. 

Post-mortem.—The gums and visible mucous 
membranes were white and bloodless. Dissec- 
tion of the ears showed only a little inflamma- 
tion. 

The stomach, intestines and kidneys were 
very anaemic, but they and the lungs and spleen 
appeared otherwise normal. The liver also 
appeared normal. 

The heart was considerably enlarged and 
upon opening it, only very little blood escaped, 
which was very dark in colour. 

The post-mortem examination was made 
almost as soon as the animal was dead. 

It would be of considerable interest if any 
member of the profession could suggest why 
such a very rapid death followed the treatment. 


Writing in the Western Mail Mr. E. Verley 
Merchant quotes a doctor as having told him 
that he knew of many poor households where 
half a pint of milk was bought daily for the 
cat while the family used foreign tinned con- 
densed milk. The doctor is further reported as 
saying: “If these poor people analysed the milk 
content in that tin they would find that they 
were buying milk in its dearest form.” 


ABSTRACTS 


[Arthritis and its Relation to Common Lame- 
ness in Horses. Way, (. (1936.) Cornell Vet. 
26. 34-50. | 
The author appears to enjoy a large practice 

among thoroughbred and riding horses in the 

United States of America. Experience satisfied 

him that the great majority of cases of chronic 

lameness were due to arthritis, for the curative 

treatment of which the classical methods (e.g., 

firing and blistering) were unsatisfying. Seek- 

ing to base his treatment and prognosis of 
chronic equine arthritis upon a rational and 
aetiological basis, he analysed recent literature 
and as a consequence he accepted the theory 
that the initial cause of arthritis was infection. 

He became impressed by the favourable reports 

made by Dr. Barnhart, of Ottawa, on the 

Burbank method of treating chronic arthritis 

of human patients, and he briefly reports his 

impressions of a short experience of this method 
when applied to some of his equine patients. 

The object of his methods, based on the 
Burbank technique, is “to desensitise the 
tissues’ by the administration of a course of 
small doses of a “ specific vaccine,” at intervals 
of about four days between each dose. This 
vaccine is prepared from standard equine 
strains of organisms which have produced a 
positive complement-fixation test with a sample 
of the patient’s blood serum. In the author's 
summary of results in six different stables the 
constitution of the specific vaccine is vaguely 
described as “ various strains of streptococci 
and staphylococci,” so that the reader may be 
excused for concluding that the complement- 
fixation test was redundant. The author states 
that “a large percentage of thoroughbreds that 
have been treated have responded in a very 
satisfactory way. For instance, six horses in 
one stable have all won races during the past 
year. While it is impossible to keep track of 
every animal, as near as we can determine we 
have records of over 50 per cent. of the cases 
that have returned to training successfully. .. . 
The steeplechasers that have been under treat- 
ment have shown most astonishing results; five 
out of six of them have won their races... .” 
Apparently some of the patients also received 
local treatment in the form .of cold packs, 
bandages and occasional hosing. 

[A critic might allude to the author’s dis- 
cursive and inadequate description of the 
pathology of equine arthritis, his failure to 
report the important details and controls in his 
experiment, and the absence of a bibliography. 
Such criticism, just as it might be, does not 
seriously affect the value of Mr. Way’s story as 
a preliminary effort to devise rational methods 
of getting chronic arthritics back to work 


| 
| 
| 
* * * 
| 
i | 
i) | 
| 
i | 
| 
| 
| 
j | 
| 
| 


June Sth, 1937, 


instead of leaving the job to Providence. Of 
course, Mr. Way is a rebel in recognising 
“ splints,” sore-shins,” “spavins” and other 
relics of Byzantine empiricism as the local 
injuries resulting from a generalised infection, 
and in seeking to encourage others to give a 
trial to vaccine therapy. A few such rebels in 
Great Britain to try shocking chronic arthritics 
with vaccines, or stuffing them with vitamins 
and chemicals would be an advantage; at least, 
we should have some control to our results from 
“ turning ’em out to grass.”’] 


| Observations on Pendulous Crop in Turkeys. 
Hinsiaw, W. R., and AsMuNbson, V. S. (19386.) 
J. Amer. Vet. Med. Ass. 88. 2. 154-165. ] 


Pendulous crop is an abnormal condition 
characterised by a temporary or permanent 
distension of the crop with stagnant or semi- 
liquid contents. The yearly incidence in a flock 
varies from 1 to 15 per cent., and usually 
one-third of the affected birds die as a direct 
cause of the condition, one-third may make a 
complete recovery, While one-third either die of 
miscellaneous causes or have to be destroyed 
because of emaciation. 

The observations made on a group of 206 
affected birds are fully described, along with 
the autopsy findings, and factors influencing 
the incidence of the disease. 

Heredity appears to be an important factor 
in the occurrence of the disease in a flock, but 
the indications are that birds having the same 
genetical constitution may or may not develop 
the disease, depending on certain environmental 
conditions. Most of the birds affected have been 
between nine and twelve weeks of age and out- 
breaks have been associated with excessive 
liquid consumption during heat-waves accom- 
panied by low humidity. 

Various methods of treatment, such as daily 
drainage of the crop, washing the crop with 
weak antiseptics, and surgical treatment, includ- 
ing removal of most of the bulbous portion of 
the crop, have been tried but have not proved 
to be of much value. 

The selection of breeding stock resistant to 
the condition appears to be the logical means of 
prevention. 


[Primary Irido-cyclitis in Fowls: A Condition 
Distinct from Eye Lesions occurring in 
Neurolymphomatosis. Bayon, H. P. (1936.) 
J. Comp. Path, & Therap. 49. 4. 310-319.] 


The author records outbreaks of irido-cyclitis 
in fowls on three farms. A considerable number 
of birds were involved and there were no 
symptoms of paralysis during or after the 
development of the lesions. A number of 
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affected birds were examined post-mortem but 
no lesions of Llymphomatosis were found. 

Clinically the lesions appeared very” similar 
to those seen in the course of fowl paralysis, 
but the occurrence and course of the two ail- 
ments are different. The typical eye lesions 
occurring in fowl paralysis appear to consist of 
an infiltration of the iris by lymphoidal cells 
which immobilise the iris and distort the pupil. 
In this localised infection of the eye, however, 
there is acute inflammation of the iris followed 
by adhesions and secondary glaucoma. The 
aetiology of the condition is obscure and treat- 
ment is of little use. 

R. F. G. 


* * * * * 


{Experiments on the Bactericidal Action of 
Various Disinfectants on Salmonella pullorum. 
Nisser, A. (1936.) Inaug. Diss., Berlin.] 
The author tested the bactericidal action in 

vitro of various common disinfectants against 

S. pullorum. He found that, whilst phenol, 

creolin and lysol were efficient disinfectants, 

their high cost precludes their use for the large 
scale disinfection necessary on premises infected 
with bacillary white diarrhoea, Methylene blue 
and iron sulphate had no appreciable action 
against S. pullorum. He found, however, that 

‘aporit (O°1 per cent. solution) was a highly 

efficient disinfectant both under laboratory and 

tield conditions, and that its extremely low cost 
permits of its extensive use. [Caporit is calcium 
hypochloride containing 75 per cent. active 
chlorine. | 

N. J. &. 


LEG MUSCLES OF BIRDS 


Among the research items in a recent issue 
of Nature we read that in a thorough study of 
the “ Muscles of the Pelvic Appendage in Birds,” 
George Elford Hudson has examined representa- 
tives of 16 out of the 20 orders of North 
American birds (American Midland Naturalist, 18. 
1, 1937). He has standardised so far as possible 
the terminology of the muscles’ with the 
recognised Basle Nomina Anatomica, and has 
introduced a method, new for bird anges of 
illustrating cross-sections of the leg. The hind 
limb of a bird is worked by a full complement 
of 41 muscles, and all these muscles are present 
in representatives of the order of game birds 
(Galliformes), suggesting a generalised and primi- 
tive condition. In the other orders examined, 
from one to nine muscles were missing from 
the full complement, and this indication of 
specialisation was specially marked in Colymbus 
(eight missing), Dryobates (7), Chaetura (9), and 
the perching birds (8). On the other hand, 
Cathartes and Zenaidura had only one missing 
muscle. The leg musculature showed distinctive 
peculiarities for each major taxonomic ore. 
and the author is of opinion that more weight 
ought to be placed upon the anatomy of soft 
parts in determining the systematic position and 
relationships of birds. 
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REPORT 


City of Birmingham 


REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE 
VETERINARY DEPARTMENT 
FOR THE YEAR 1936 


The annual report of the City of Birmingham 
Veterinary Department for the year 1936 shows 
that on the staff there is a Chief Veterinary 
Officer with seven Assistant Veterinary In- 
spectors and 13 Certified Meat and Food 
Inspectors. 

The report shows that the Veterinary 
Department of Birmingham deals with the 
whole of the veterinary work carried out for 
the corporation. 

The first section of the report deals with the 
work for the Markets and Fairs Committee. 
There are two public slaughterhouses and 87 
private slaughterhouses, of which 48 are regis- 
tered, in the city area. The number of animals 
slaughtered in the public slaughterhouses totals 
498,629, and in the private slaughterhouses 
374,654, making the total of animals slaugh- 
tered in the city 873,283. In addition to this 
supply of home-killed animals, a total of 50,961 
tons of imported meat was received into the 
city. 

The report states, in connection with the 
Slaughter of Animals Act, that all pigs are 
stunned electrically, cattle are stunned with 
mechanical instruments, and sheep, which have 
hitherto not been included under the Act, are 
to be brought in on August 1st, 1937. 

The report deals with the visits to food 
premises and prosecutions taken in connection 
with breaches against the Public Health Acts. 

The next section of the report deals with the 
Diseases of Animals Acts and shows that there 
were 22 confirmed cases of swine fever during 
the year, and 26 cases of tuberculosis in cattle. 
The animals found dead on arrival at railway 
stations were 103 pigs, 48 sheep, three calves 
and eight beasts. In connection with the Transit 
of Horses Order, 395 animals were examined 
before being entrained; of these 15 were certi- 
fied as being unfit to travel. 

The third section of the report treats of the 
work for the Public Health Committee, from 
which it is seen that there were 85 dairy farms 
housing 1,382 milking cows. There were 22 
herds producing “ accredited” milk and three 
“ tubercle-free ” herds. 

During the year 1,648 samples of mixed milk 
were taken from churns from various sources 
for examination for tubercle bacilli, of which 
166, or 10 per cent., were found to be infected. 

In connection with the corporation stud, it is 
seen that there were 384 horses. The report 
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shows the stable expenditure and income and it 
is significant that the cost of provender and 
bedding for the year was approximately 8s. 6d. 
per horse per week. 

The Veterinary Department is also respon- 
sible for the purchase of foodstuffs for the 
cattle and pigs maintained at various institu- 
tions. 


REVIEW 


[Animal Micrology. Guyer, Micuart F. (1937.) 
Fourth revised edition. Great Britain and 
Ireland, Cambridge University Press; United 
States, University of Chicago Press. pp. xi + 
331, 76 figs. Price 11s. 6d.] 


Those who are interested in microscopical 
technique and who have not previously come 
ucross this little book, would be very well 
advised to avail themselves of the opportunity 
afforded by the publication of the new fourth 
edition, and add a copy to their collection. The 
book is a model of compact composition and 
orderliness; it does not pretend to discuss the 
highly-specialised techniques of every branch of 
microscopy nor does it make any claim to com- 
pleteness in any particular line, but only to give 
a good, practical, easily-understandable account 
of biological laboratory procedures (using the 
term in its widest sense) which have proved 
themselves to be reliable. To students in par- 
ticular it can be specially recommended. 

The new edition is a little larger than the 
previous one, small additions having been made 
to several parts, and a chapter included on the 
new “dioxan’” method of preparing micro- 
scopical sections with the use of diethylene 
oxide, which is a most useful substance equally 
miscible with melted paraffin wax, or with 
water in all proportions, so making it possible 
to section tissue without the use of absolute 
alcohol and xylol and to avoid the excessive 
hardening which these substances produce. 

First published in 1906, revised in 1917, 1930 
and 1936, this book is now well established ; 
the several little omissions and errors incidental 
to the publication of a new book have been set 
to rights and a reliable and up-to-date work 
which has well withstood the test of time is 
available at a very moderate price. 


R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meeting of Council.—By a 
clerical error in the copy of the minutes of 
the April meeting of Council, R.C.V.S., published 
in our issue of May 8th, the name o Captain 
W. K. Townson was omitted from the list of 
Members who attended (page 588, col. 2). 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


Eastern Counties V.M.A.* 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 
NORWICH 

The 61st Annual General Meeting of this 
Division, N.V.M.A., was held on Friday, March 
oth, 1937, at the Royal Hotel, Norwich. The 
retiring President, Captain E, Brayley Reynolds, 
Was in the Chair and other members present 
were: Messrs. T. E. Barcham, A. J. Beeson, 
I’, D, Boughey, M. Bray, J. M. Currie, A. H. 
Dawson, W. H. Dennett, H. F. Downe, D. 8. 
Jack, W. IF. Loveless, H. V. Low, F. W. Medlock, 
C. T. Murphy, C. ©. Nesling, N. F. Pollock, 
H. P. Standley, Sen., H. C. Swann, W. Kk. 
Townson, P. R, Turner, P. Welch, W. H. 
Wortley and the Hon, Secretary. Messrs. 
R. kk. C, Bullen and K, N, Scott were present as 
Visitors, 

The minutes of the summer and autumn 
meetings, as published in the Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read and signed. 

Correspondence—(1) From Messrs, H. 
Buckingham, H. Loveless, J. Thurston and W. 
Turtill, regretting their inability to attend. 

(2) From Mr, J, L. Buckingham, tendering 
his resignation as he had left the district. It 
Was agreed to accept his resignation with regret. 

(3) From the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
inviting the Association to send delegates to the 
Health Congress to be held at Birmingham, 
July 12th to 17th. It was agreed that the letter 
be laid on the table. 

(4) From Mr, F. Bullock, acknowledging the 
cheque for £57 4s, 6d, from the Association to 
the Victoria Benevolent Fund to mark its 
Diamond Jubilee year. The PRESIDENT said it 
Was very gratifying to him, as it must be to 
every other member of the Association, that 
they were able to make such a good collection 
for so good a cause. The Fund was in need 
of all the money it could receive, and there 
was so much to be done with it. Personally, 
he would like to thank every gentleman who 
subscribed. Mr. W. H. DeNNETT remarked that 
us it was the Association’s Jubilee, it was a 
pity that the total was not made up to £60, 
vis., £1 for every year of the Society’s being. 
Further subscriptions were then received, bring- 
ing the Fund to £60 18s, Od. 

New Members.—Major T. Dalling and Mr. 
A. M. MeDonald were elected to membership 
of the Association, 

Finance.—The Balance Sheet for the year 
1936 was presented and adopted. It was agreed, 
on the proposal of Mr. W. H. Denner, 


seconded by Mr, Townson, that instead of 
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giving the Victoria Benevolent Fund an annual 
subscription of £5 and a donation of £5 as in 
previous years, the Association should give an 
annual subscription of £10. It was also decided 
to give a donation of £5 to the Royal Agricul- 
tural Benevolent Institution. 


OF OFFICERS 


The following were elected as the oflicers of 
the Society for 1937 :— 

President.—Mr,. H. V. Low. 

Vice-Presidents. — Captain hk. Brayley 
Reynolds, Mr. P. J. Welch and Major Wortley. 

Committee.—Messrs. W. J. Browning, W. H. 
Dennett, T. G. Heatley, W. Shipley, H. P. 
Standley, Sen., J. EF. Thurston, P. R. Turner 
and W. A, Wood. 

Auditors.—Messrs, H, Buckingham and T. 
Barcham, 

Hon, Secretary—Mr. H. P. Standley, Jun. 

Representatives to N.V.M.A, Council.—Messrs. 
Brayley Reynolds and P. Standley, Sen. 

The PRESIDENT in proposing the election, as 
his successor, of Mr. Harry Low, of Norwich, 
observed that it did not need any words of his 
to introduce Mr, Low, who was so well known 
to all the members and would make an 
admirable President. Mr. Low, who was 
unanimously elected and acclaimed, then took 
the Chair and briefly expressed his thanks for 
the honour conferred upon him. He said cordial! 
thanks of the Association were due to Mr. 
Reynolds for his services during his year as 
President, stating, amid applause, that he had 
carried out his duties to the letter. 

Summer Meeting.—It was agreed that the 
summer meeting should be held at Great Yar- 
mouth in July. 

Paper.—Captain Medlock now presented a 
paper entitled, “ Milk Legislation Affecting the 
Veterinary Profession,” which was heard with 
much interest. [The paper is reproduced at the 
commencement of this issue of the Veterinary 
Record.—Editor. | 

Mr. WELCH gave details of a case in which he 
was attending a coweand a sanitary inspector 
started to give the owner advice. 

Captain Mrptock said he knew about this 
case and he did not think there would be a 
repetition. Some of the sanitary inspectors were 
extremely good fellows, but there were excep- 
tions. He found those in Essex among the first 
to come and ask him for help when they were 
in difficulty, 

Mr, Murpny suggested that a milk producer, 
for his own sake, when seeking a Conuty Council 
certificate, would have the test made by one of 
the veterinary surgeons in the employ of the 
Council. Was that not likely to take away a 
lot of work from the other members of the 
profession who had to rely upon private 
practice? 
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Captain MepLock replied that if a producer 
employed a practising member of the panel, the 
latter had to carry out the test under his 
supervision. 

Mr. Murpny: “ My point is that if a farmer 
decides to employ one of Captain Medlock’s 
men, he does not employ a general practitioner, 
who thereby loses fees. I can give proofs of 
a loss of £20, to myself by a client who acted 
in this way. If two-thirds of my practice was 
made up of this class of work, and my clients 
went to County Council men for their tests, 
it would mean a very big drop in my income.” 

Captain MepLock: “ I am not aware that this 
has happened.” 

Mr. Murpuy: “1 have shown it can happen, 
and that is the only objection I have to your 
scheme.” 

Captain MerpLock observed that tuberculin- 
tested producers in Essex mainly employed their 
own private veterinary surgeons, who, he was 
glad to say, were on a panel approved by the 
County Council. The only ones they had taken 
over so far were entirely new people, who had 
not produced tuberculin-tested milk before. 

Mr. Murpny replied that the one of whom he 
spoke used to have his tested privately. 

Captain Mepiock: “ If he is not satisfied with 
the County Council, he wil go back to you.” 

Mr, Murpny: “He was perfectly satisfied 
when his whole herd was passed.” 

Mr, TurRNER welcomed the references to the 
efforts of the medical profession to do that 
which should be done by the veterinary 
profession. He proceeded to give details of a 
case in which he used living vaccine on four 
cows belonging to a valuable herd that had been 
tested by him as an approved veterinary sur- 
geon under the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Ministry of Health in connection with the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order. He used the 
living vaccine in dealing with abortion trouble, 
and then suddenly discovered that this must 
not be used in tuberculin-tested herds. Mr. 
Turner outlined the events that followed his 
report of the facts to the Ministry of Health, 
including the receipt of an instruction to remove 
the four cows from the licensed herd, and 
correspondence he had had with the Medical 
Officer of Health and an interview with his 
local M.P. The speaker added that if a busy 
general practitioner sat down and studied every 
article that came out in legislation concerning 
milk and other things issued by the Government, 
he would not have any time left in which to do 
uny practice. He had been instrumental in 
forming a plan, whereby all veterinary officers 
acting under local authorities, in Suffolk at 
least, were to be circularised concerning para- 
graphs in any particular Orders that referred 
to the veterinary profession. That ought to be 


a big help. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


June 5th, 1937. 


Mr. Dennett: Why contine it to Suffolk?” 

Mr. REYNOLvs suggested that it was inadvis- 
able to say that part-time veterinary officials 
who were also general practitioners, had not 
sufficient time to keep in touch with all the 
regulations. It was an argument that might 
be used in support of a local authority only 
employing full-time men, who could get all these 
Orders into their heads, 

Mr. Boucuey asked whether a County 
Sanitary Inspector had power to deal with 
structual alterations to cowsheds, if the 
County Council had appointed him for that 
purpose. 

Captain MepLock: “ None whatever. This is 
a matter within the legal control of the local 
sanitary authority only.” 

Mr. BouGHEey commented that it seemed 
extraordinary that the County’ Sanitary 
Inspector was being paid for something he had 
no right to do. Could not that point be brought 
to the notice of the Ministry? 

Mr. Boucuey also referred to improvements 
to buildings insisted on in some cases before the 
issue of licences to Accredited producers, 
Whereas in other cases, conditions that might 
be criticised were allowed to pass. Was there 
any regulation that laid down any definite 
standard for a cowshed? 

Captain MepLock replied that the standard 
was laid down in the Milk and Dairies Order 
of 1926. Replying to Major Wortley, he said 
that if a cow was suspected to be suffering from 
clinical tuberculosis, it must be taken out of the 
* Accredited ” herd. An owner who was at all 
in doubt would be well advised to employ a 
professional adviser. 

After Captain Medlock had replied to other 
questions, he was accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks, on the proposition of the PRESIDENT, 
seconded by Mr. TOWNSEND, 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


June 7th.—N.V.M.A. Committee Meetings, 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh. 


June S8th.—N.V.M.A. Committee and Council 
Meetings, Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh. 

June 10th.—D.V.S.M. Written 
begins. 

June 14th.—D.V.S.M. Oral and _ Practical 
Examination begins. 

June 14th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

June 15th.—Meeting of the Derbyshire Veter- 
inary Association; Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Tutbury. 

June 17th.—Meeting of the Western Counties 
V.M.A.; Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Bodmin, 2 p.m, 

June 18th.—Meeting of the North of England 
V.M.A.; Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Neweastle-on-Tyne, 5 p.m. Dinner, 
7.15 p.m, 

June 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 25th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

July 5th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 6th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July S8th.—R.C.V.S. Oral Examination begins. 


July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 
mouth. . 
* * ok 


R.C.V.S. COUNCIL ELECTION RESULT 


The following result of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons’ Council Election was 
announced at the Annual Meeting of the Royal 
College, held at 10, Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C.1, on Thursday last: 


Examination 


Name, Votes. 
W. Nairn ... ‘ma S89 
P. J. Simpson... 861 
T. G. Hobday ... 887 
J. F. Craig 829 
W. Dunkin _... S00 
W. K. Townson ... 94 740 
Rh. Simpson tes 731 
A. B. Mattinson ... 713 

(The above-named were elected.) 
G. C. Webster... 448 
T. Hare... 401 


Trish Free State Representation 
It was also announced that Mr. James Dodd, 
Stephen Street, Sligo, had been returned as the 
representative of the Irish Free State. 
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R.C.V.S, OBITUARY 


Lioyp, Arthur Cartwright, Assistant Veterinary 
Inspector, City of London, and Assistant Veter- 
inary Inspector, Metropolitan Cattle Market, 
Islington, N.7. Graduated London, December 
17th, 1902. Died May 30th, 1937. 


MARRIOTT, Tom, F.R.C.V.S., Lieut.-Colonel A.V.C, 
(retd.), 21, Woodland Road, Northfield, Birming- 
ham. Graduated Glasgow, April 24th, 1883. 
Fellow, April 28th, 1890. Died May 25th, 1937; 
17th, 1902. Died May 28th, 1937; aged 56 years. 


Tue LiEut.-COLONEL Tom MARRIOTT, F.R.C.V.S. 


Lieut.-Colonel Marriott, whose death we 
announce with deep regret, was widely known 
throughout his native Warwickshire in 
veterinary circles in all parts of the country. 

During the Great War he held a position of 
considerable importance in the Army Veterinary 
Corps, and served in France, in Egypt, and in 
the Dardanelles. He was in his eightieth year, 
and on the 79th anniversary of his birth, last 
March, he celebrated the occasion by walking 
25 miles. 

His concern with the welfare of the horse on 
modern roads led him investigate every 
device tending to increase equine comfort and 
safety upon them. Years ago he proposed 
a ride from Land’s End to John o’ Groats on 
horseback to test a new rubber horseshoe, bul 
he was unable to carry out his project. 

He had retired some years ago, but his love 
for animals constrained him to resume practice. 

Death took place very suddenly, following a 
collapse in his garden. “A genial man, with a 
fund of interesting recollections of a remarkably 
varied life, he will be missed by many,” observes 
The Birmingham Mail. He leaves a daughter. 


THe LATE CAPTAIN T. J. LEWIS, M.R.C.V.S. 


In reference to the death of Captain T. J. 
Lewis, M.R.C.v.S., of Baleclutha, Otago, New 
Zealand, which took place at the end_= of 
February, and which was recorded in our issue 
of April 24th, the Clutha Leader’ observes: 
“Residents of Balclutha and district received 
quite a shock when it was learned that Mr. T. J. 
Lewis, the well-known veterinary surgeon, had 
passed away at Nelson Hospital. He was on his 
annual leave, and with Mrs. Lewis was on a 
motoring tour in the Blenheim-Nelson district. 
He fell ill with appendicitis, which developed 
into peritonitis, was operated on, and although 
his condition improved slightly he suffered a 
relapse and passed awfky. 

“ Deceased, who was in his early forties, was 
born at Caerphilly, Wales, and studied as a 
veterinary surgeon, obtaining his M.R.C.V.S., 
London. In January, 1930, he arrived in 
Balclutha under engagement to the Clutha Veter- 
inary Association, and during +iis term here 
he had proved himself an porte Be surgeon, and 
had become widely and popularly known. He 
was a returned soldier, having served in the 
Imperial Forces in both Egypt and Mesopotamia. 
While in Balclutha he took a keen interest in 
anything for the good of the town and district 
and was an active member of the Balclutha 
Golf and Bowling Clubs, and also honorary 
surgeon to the Clutha and Matau A. and P. 
Society. He was of a genial nature and highly 
respected by all who came in contact with him. 
The sincere sympathy of a large circle of friends 
will be extended to his widow, a daughter of 
Mr, and Mrs. T. Soper, Toshvale, in her sudden 
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bereavement. Both Mr. Lewis’s father and 
mother died since he came to New Zealand, but 
he has one surviving sister living in Caerphilly.”’ 

In forwarding the foregoing notice, Mr. C. V. 
Dayus, M.R.c.V.S., District Superintendent, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Dunedin, New Zealand, 
observes: “I knew Tom Lewis in London, in 
1915, and it was through me that he came to 
Balclutha, New Zealand. He had fitted admirably 
into Dominion life and was very highly respected 
~ j the townspeople of Balclutha and the farmers 
of the district. 

“His passing was a sad_ tragedy. His old 
friends will be glad to remember that he worthily 
contributed to the standing of the profession.” 


* *” * * 


PERSONAL 


Appointment._—Captain Ian Macrae, M.R.C.Vv.S., 
son of Provost John Macrae, Dingwall, has been 
appointed veterinary officer for Arran under Bute 
County Council. 

After graduating at the Royal Dick College, 
idinburgh, he received a commission in the 
Army Veterinary Corps and spent five years in 
India. Since leaving the Arey Captain Macrae 
has held appointments in inburgh, Glasgow 
and Yorkshire. 


Forthcoming Marriage—The engagement is 
announced of Rowland Swaby, M.R.C.Vv.s., sécond 
son of Arthur Ingham Swaby and the late Mrs. 
Swaby of the “Hall,” Saundley, Notts., to 
Eleanore E. Stokes, daughter of Mrs. and the late 
Mr. Frederick Bowser, of Boston, Lines., and 
niece of the late Mr. James Arnall, M.R.C.v.s. 


* * *” * 


LEGAL NOTES 

A Velerinary Account.—An interesting case 
relating to the care of spaniels came before his 
Honour Judge F. K. Archer, k.c., at Brighton 
County Court recently, when Mr. H. S. Dunn, 
veterinary surgeon, 10, Walsingham Road, Hove, 
sued John McCallum, of Westminister, S.W., 
for £7 14s. 6d. in respect of professional services, 
etc. The defence was that the dogs were not 
Mr. McCallum’s, nor did he instruct plaintiff to 
look after them. 

Plaintiff said he was ogurnnenes regarding 
the care of the dogs, and he had always taken 
it that, if a wife telephoned, naturally the hus- 
band knew all about it. 

His Honour: That is a very large assumption. 

Plaintiff said that after the account had been 
incurred, early in 1936, defendant came to see 
him, said he had had considerable home difficul- 
ties, and asked if he (plaintiff) would take the 
dogs in and come to some mutual arrangement 
to share the financial proceeds. Defendant gave 
him a new address to which to send the account. 
On a previous occasion, in 1935, defendant had 
paid an account of 6s. 8d. 

Asked by his Honour whether he had any 
evidence as to who was the owner of _ these 
dogs, plaintiff said that if he were called to a 
house to deal with a case, he never inquired 
who was the dog’s owner. ' 

Mr. P. W. F. Phelps (representing defendant) 
asked plaintiff whether he knew defendant and 
his wife were divorced. 
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_ Plaintiff said he did not. He had charge of 
four dogs, he said, one of which died from 


Ss. 

Mr. Phelps: Didn’t the wife tell you they were 
her dogs? 

Plaintiff: She did nol. 

Didn’t you say: “ Whose dogs are these, and 
who is responsible for my account?”’—I!l am 
— too busy to ask foolish questions such as 

lat. 

Asked if he remembered the dogs’ names, 
plaintiff replied: “If you remember, sir, that 
| have 1,500 dogs under my hands in a year, 
you won't expect me to remember the names.” 

Mr. Myers: Who took the dogs away actually? 

Plaintiff: Probably my chauffeur delivered 
them. We have a chauffeur who collects and 
delivers dogs at houses. 

Mrs. McCallum, of London, gave evidence that 
all the four dogs were hers. She took them to 
plaintiff, but did not say whose they were, and 
he did not ask her. She had never received 
any account. She told her husband to do the 
best he could, because she was ill at the time. 
She was quite willing to pay the account, and 
the debt was hers. 

His Honour observed that but for the family 
trouble it would not have mattered to whom the 
dogs belonged. When it was _a question of the 
parting of a husband and wife, and they had 
had that tragedy to go through, it was natural 
that the matter of an account for dogs should 
be overlooked. 

Dealing with the account itself his Honour 
expressed the view that it seemed quite reason- 
able. If people wanted dogs well looked after, 
they had got to have good kennelmen, and good 
kennelmen deserved good wages. 

Mrs. McCallum said she was not able to pay 
the account at once. She was in a situation, she 
said, and she volunteered the statement that she 
could manage £1 a month. 

His Honour, giving judgment for Mr. McCallum 
with costs, told Mr. Myers that he had Mrs. 
McCallum’s promise to pay £1 a month. “ And,” 
said his Honour, “it is nobody’s fault. It isn’t 
your fault, Mr. Myers. I hope that Mr. Dunn 
isn’t going away very indignant. It is not his 
fault. Another thing which is quite clear is, 
it is not Mrs. McCallum’s fault.” 


* * * 


BOURNEMOUTH OUTBREAK OF ENTERIC 
FEVER 
MILK INFECTION BY POLLUTED WATER 

The outbreak of enteric fever which occurred 
in Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch, last 
August and September, has been found to have 
been due to the consumption of raw milk. The 
dealer’s supply was infected by the contributions 
of one or possibly two producers whose milk 
in turn had been infected by the contaminated 
water of a stream. The approximate number of 
persons who contracted the disease was 718, of 
whom 518 were residents and 200 visitors. The 
deaths of residents numbered 51. 

The report on the outbreak was made by the 
late Dr. W. Vernon Shaw, a medical officer of the 
Ministry of Health, and is now published (H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 9d.). 

The Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry, Sir 
Arthur MacNalty, in a prefatory note submitting 
the report to Sir Kingsley Wood, states that the 
only practicable way to reduce the risk of such 
outbreaks to a minimum is by pasteurisation. 


| 
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THERAPY, 


7, 


‘Murnil’ is an organic extract with a standardised Vitamin H 
content. It is issued in the form of a sand-coloured powder for 


administration per os. 


INDICATIONS: Non- parasitic and non-infectious skin diseases 
BAYER of dogs and cats such as—alopecia, eczema of all kinds, intertrigo, 
= paronychia, pruritus. 


BAYER PRODUCTS LTD. packaces: Boxes containing 100 grams (3} oz.) and I Ib. 


AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 Literature and sample will be gladly forwarded on request. 


ANTISEPSIS IN VETERINARY SURGERY 


Antisepsis in Veterinary Surgery demands an agent which is efficient, 
safe, pleasant and economical in use. These properties are embodied 
in VERPINE 


@ Verpine has a Rideal-Walker co-efficient of 3. Its efficiency in practice has 
been proved by clinical tests. i 

@ The low toxicity of Verpine enables it to be used safely at really effective strengths. 

@ Verpine has a pleasant, refreshing odour and is a powerful deodorant. 

@ Very low concentrations of Verpine in water are fully adequate for most purposes. 


As used at the Royal Veterinary College, London. 


A supply for trial, with fully explanatory booklet, sent 
free to members of the profession upon request. 


Cc. G. FOX & COMPANY, LTD. . 61, ST. MARY AXE ' LONDON, E.C.3 


viii. ‘THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


SEPTIC CONDITIONS 


DISTEMPER 


and other acute infections respond promptly to 
Davenil, the polyvalent, protein-free antibacterial 
agent. Davenil is also invaluable in treating certain 
skin lesions caused by bacterial invasion. 
Send for descriptive literature. 


DAVENIL 


a polyvalent 
antibacterial agent 


Atailable in rubber-capped phials 
of 50 c.c. at 20/- less special 
discount to Veterinarians. 
Administration by subcutaneous 


ENDOCRINES- 
SPICER LTD. 


WATFORD 
HERTS. 
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A zinc salt of sulphanilic acid 


| Used in veterinary practice 
as a solution in urethral 
or vaginal infection and 
as a lotion for ulcers, skin 
affections and for ophthal- 
mic use. Superior to zinc 
chloride and zinc sulphate, 
compared with which it 

| gives a more satisfactory 

| response and is non-toxic 

| and non-irritating. 

| Bottles of 1 oz., 4 oz. and 16 oz. 


| 
| 


Gr. 2 botiles of 100 products 
Gr. 20 ” ” 25 ” 


Obtainable from all Chemists 


BURROUGHS WELLCOME & Co. 
SNOW HILL BUILDINGS, LONDON, €E.C.1 


V2 4 5 COPYRIGHT 


Royal Veterinary College, London 


(Founded, 1791.) 


Principal and Dean: 


PROFESSOR SiR FREDERICK Hoppay, 
C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E,, DR. MED. VET. (H.C.) Zurich 


Acting Principal and Acting Dean: 
ProFEssor J. BASIL BUXTON, M.A., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 
Vice-Principal: 

Proressor G. H. WOOLDRIDGE, F.R.C.V.S., M.R.I.A. 


MEMBERSHIP DIPLOMA OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF, 
VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Complete Courses of Instruction are conducted in all the 
subjects of the Examination for this Diploma. The facilities, 
etc., afforded for the practical training of Students are 
unrivalled 


BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DeGREE, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 


The Professors of Chemistry, Bio'»gy, Anatomy, Physi- 
ology, Hygiene, and Pathology are recognised Teachers of 
the University, and conduct in their respective subjects 
courses which qualify for the Science Degree (B.Sc.), which 
may be taken concurrently with the above Diploma. 


A short practitioners’ Course, suitable for retired Army 
and Colonial Veterinary Officers who may desire to return 
to civilian practice, is held each term. 


Full particulars of the above courses will be forwarded 
on application to The Secretary, Royal Veterinary College 
Camden Town, London, N.W.1. 


CROWN SCIENTIFIC REMEDIES 


DANISTOL 


(Marek’s derivative of Male Fern) 


The Standard Specific for 


FLUKE LIVER ROT 


(Distomatosis) 


IN SHEEP OR CATTLE 


| after 16 years, Marek’s DANISTOL remains 
the only remedy for DistomaTosis which 
| can be fully relied upon for safety 
and efficiency under all circumstances. 


Specially favourable terms are 
now quoted to veterinary surgeons 
using large quantities. 


THE CROWN CHEMICAL CO., LTD. 
120, 122, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1! 
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CAREER AIDS FOR STUDENTS 


It is possible that certain actual or potential 
students of the Royal Veterinary College may be 
interested to learn that more applicants are 
wanted, at once, by the trustees of a charity 
administered by a City church—St. Dunstan’s-in- 
the-West—who are in a position to make grants 
from a minimum of £10 to a maximum of £100, 
for the provision of fees for instruction, technical 
books, travelling expenses, etc. Applicants must 
be under 21, in necessitous circumstances, and 
of parents either Freemen of the City of London 
or who have resided in the City for not less 
than five years, irrespective of present residence. 
Forms of application may be obtained from Mr. 
BS. Geer, St. Dunstan’s Vestry, Fleet Street, 


* * * 


REGISTRATION OF MEDICAL STUDENTS 


At a later stage in the proceedings of the 
145th session to that reported in_ our last 
issue, the General Medical Council adopted 
a series of recommendations submitted by 
Mr. J. B. Leathes, the Chairman of the Educa- 
tion Committee, altering the conditions for the 
registration of medical and dental students. The 
committee had been directed to clear up 
discrepancies in practice, and to suggest means 
of giving effect to some resolutions passed by 
the Council in May, 1936, on general education 
and preliminary scientific subjects. 

The first change is in the method of registering 
medical and dental students. Hitherto the 
students’ has been compiled from forms 
of request for registration filled in by students 
and forwarded by the schools. These have never 
constituted anything like a complete register. 

The Council has now decided to request all 
deans of medical and dental schools to send to 
the Council copies of their student register. The 
Council’s registers of medical and of dental 
students will be compiled from these returns, 
and will contain particulars of the ages at which 
students begin professional study, and of the 
preliminary examinations in general education, 
and of the additional examinations passed by 
students before admission. The new registers 
should be statistically correct. This method will 
come into force in September, 1938 

The new conditions under which students are 
to be registered are as follows: The intending 
student must be 18 years old, or within three 
months of that age, and must have passed a 
recognised preliminary examination in general 
education and an additional examination or 
examinations recognised by one of the licensin 
bodies. The minimum standard of genera 
education is, as before, that of a_ university 
matriculation or entrance examination in the 


faculties of arts or pure science. An entrance: 


examination for some other faculty will be 
accepted if the student has passed in English, 
another language, elementary mathematics, and 
a fourth subject to be chosen from a short list. 
The additional examination or examinations 
include chemistry, physics, and, for students 
who have learned their chemistry and physics 
at school, one or two other subjects of general 
education at a standard higher than that of the 
recognised preliminary examination in general 
education. Students may take biology either 


before or after they are registered. 

The Council originally intended that the new 
arrangements should come into effect at the 
beginning of 1938, but during last year postponed 
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the date until the beginning of October in that 
year. At this session they — it by 
another month, and the effect will practically 
be to give the schools another year to rearrange 
their curricula, for the bulk of medical students 
enter in October a year. 

A number of members, especially Sir Henry 
Brackenbury, one of the representatives of the 
general body of practitioners of England and 
Wales, spoke against the postponement for 
another year of a change which the Council 
regard as a_ substantial improvement, but by 
a considerable majority the Council fixed Novem- 
ber 1st, 1938, as the date of the inauguration of 
the new conditions. 


BRITISH PHARMACOPOEIA 


The report of the Pharmacopoeia Committee 
slated that since the last meeting of the Council 
in November, the 1936 Addendum to the British 
Pharmacopoeia has been published, and over 
5,557 copies have been sold, in addition to 
1,066 copies of the British Pharmacopoeia, 1932. 

The British Pharmacopoeia 
reported that considerable progress had been 
made in clearing the ground for the preparation 
of the next Pharmacopoeia two years hence, 
in surveying recently introduced drugs and list- 
ing obsolete or doubtfully useful drugs for 
omission. Close co-operation is being main- 
tained with official and interested bodies in this 
country, the Empire, and the United States. The 
authorities of the United States Pharmacopoeia 
are known to be planning to issue annual supple- 
ments, and this development is being watched 
with the keenest interest. 


* * * * * 


ULSTER FRESH MEAT EXPORTS: 
NEW REGULATIONS 


Stringent regulations peverting the export of 
fresh meat from Northern Ireland to Great 
Britain, the Isle of Man and the Irish Free State, 
have been introduced by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

“They provide,” says the Belfast News-Letter, 
“that meat to be sent. from Northern Ireland 
under the authority of a fresh meat licence must 
be from animals which have been inspected by 
a veterinary inspector both before and after 
slaughter. The Ministry of Agriculture may 
refuse to register any premises to be used for 
the slaughter of animals in connection with 
the sending of meat from Northern Ireland to 
Great Britain, the Irish Free State, or the Isle of 
Man, unless the Ministry is satisfied that not less 
than 500 animals will be dealt with annually 
on such premises. 

“ The prescribed conditions of licences to cure 
bacon and hams include the following: Roll and 
Ham Curing—All carcases dealt with by the 
licensee shall be examined by a_ veterinary 
inspector before being submitted to the process 
of — Wiltshire curing—All pigs dealt with 
by the licensee shall receive ante- and _post- 
mortem examination by a veterinary inspector 
before curing, provided that the Ministry may 
give temporary exemption in special cases. A 

‘Among the requirements to be observed in 
connection with the sending of meat from bacon 
curing establishments to Great Britain, the Irish 
Free State or the Isle of Man are the following: 
Meat to be sent from Northern Ireland under 
the authority of a bacon curer’s licence must 
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have been inspected and certified by a veter- 
inary inspector; consignments of bacon or hams 
prepared and despatched by licensed bacon 
curers under authorit of bacon 
curer’s licence shall be marked with the licence 
number of the sender. 

“ Where the carcase of a pig is bought by or 
on behalf of a licensed bacon curer the buyer 
may deduct from the price of the carecase four 
pence, so as to defray the expenses of the buyer, 
and to ensure the buyer against loss in the 
event of the carease being certified as unfit 
for human consumption. 

“All packages, including wrappers, cases, 
containers, casks, crates or other receptacles 
containing meat to which the Act applies must 
be thoroughly clean, and packages which have 
contained chloride of lime or other substance 
likely to contaminate the contents must not be 
used. 

“All packages, etc., containing dead poultry 
to be sent out of Northern Ireland to Great 
Britain, the Irish Free State or the Isle of Man, 
must be thoroughly clean, and packages which 
have contained any substance likely to contam- 
inate the contents must not be used; and they 
must be so packed as to ensure that the packages 
shall contain no diseased, emaciated or unsound 
poultry carcases.” 


THE STERILISATION OF DRESSINGS 


In a recent number of the British Medical 
Journal (May Ist, 1937, p. 911), S. N. Hayes gives 
an account of an investigation made to determine 
the answer to the following questions:— 

(a) What is the temperature and the dura- 
tion of that temperature required to produce 
bacteriologically sterile dressings, the heat 
being applied by means of steam under 
pressure ? 

(b) How ‘an it be proved that the neces- 
sary temperature is reached and maintained? 

(c) Can steam under pressure penetrate 
dressings with ease? 

(d) Does the type of material, the method 
of packing, and the type of container affect 
the penetration of steam? 

Hayes employed a mercury thermometer, into 
the lumen of which were fused two platinum 
points, the upper at 115° C., and from them wires 
were connected to a lamp or bell. By _ this 
means it was possible to determine the time 
taken for the steam to penetrate to the ther- 
mometer, which was placed in the centre of t! 
dressings. The time varied from nil to 72 
minutes; closely woven material, such as 
abdominal sheets and towels, were more resistant 
than loosely woven materials such as wool and 
gauze. It was shown, too, that the tight packing 
of the dressings hindered the penetration of the 
steam, and when non-perforated drums were used 
the delay in penetration was increased. The 
following recommendations are made:— 

(1) Perforated drums should be used. 

(2) Each drum should be filled in a definite 
manner, which should never be varied. The 
contents of the drum should then be marked on 
a label attached to the drum. All articles should 
be loosely rolled and placed end on in the drum. 
Cotton-wool, before packing, should be unrolled 
and exposed to heat. It will then swell to twice 
its original thickness. Great care should be 
taken to pack the drum lightly. 

(3) The steriliser should be fitted with a con- 
trol of the type described, (Obtainable from 
Negretti and Zambra, London.) 
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(4) With the control in the centre of the drum, 
each drum should then be tested in order to 
ascertain the time taken for 115°C. to be 
reached. This time should be recorded on the 
drum label. 

(5) When sterilising, the control should always 
be inserted into the drum of dressings which are 
the most resistant to steam—as indicated by the 
time taken to reach 115° C, 

(6) Supervision by a responsible member of 
the nursing staff is necessary (a) to see that all 
drum perforations are open before sterilising 
begins; (b) to see that the perforations are closed 
immediately after sterilisation; (c) to see that a 
temperature of 115° C. is maintained for at least 
20 minutes; (d) to see that the contents of the 
drums never vary from the optimum found by 
previous testing, and that the packing is accord- 
ing to instructions. 


* + * *” 


NATIONAL HORSE WEEK 


Public interest in horses and the riding of 
them is rapidly increasing, especially in urban 
areas particularly near London. That 
interest is about to receive further stimulation 
in the long-distance ride, with Eastbourne as its 
goal, which is the outstanding event of National 
Horse Week to be held at Eastbourne under the 
aegis of Country Life in conjunction with East- 
bourne Corporation from July 10th to 15th. The 
ride represents the first attempt to provide for 
organised riding on a controlled basis and in 
circumstances offering full scope and enjoyment 
to horsemen. 

The distance: to be ridden is approximately 
100 miles, and the time allowed is three days. 
There five starting points, Winchester, 
Reading, Windsor, Rochester and Canterbury. 
There will be various checking points on the 
route where the competitors and their horses 
will spend one night. At these points the horses 
will be subjected to a veterinary examination on 
arrival and before departure. This event is by 
no means a race or endurance test but rather 
an opportunity for riders to display their skill 
in horsemanship and to enioy a journey on 
horseback through some of England’s most 
beautiful country, though awards will be made 
to those who arrive in good order. 

The interest which the ride has stimulated is 
shown by the fact that already just under 150 
entries have been received. One competitor is 
bringing her own horse from Oslo; the eldest 
entrant (so far) is 76 and the youngest 15. Other 
events in National Horse Week will be a horse 
gymkhana, and displays by battery, 
R.H.A. 


* # * * 


“THE SEVEN STAGES OF JOHN 
BLAND-SUTTON ” 


The following annotation from the British 
Medical Journal will be of interest to our readers 
on account of the late Sir John Bland-Sutton’s 
association with the veterinary profession :— 

“Sir Comyns Berkeley contributes an interest- 
ing account of his friend and colleague the late 
Sir John Bland-Sutton to the Journal of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology of the’ British Empire.* 


*Supplement to the Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of the 
British Empire, April, 1937. Sherratt and Hughes, The Saint 
Anne’s Press, Timperley, Cheshire. 
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Entitled “ The Seven Stages of John Bland- 
Sutton and an Epilogue,” it has as a frontispiece 
George Belcher’s portrait from Punch, with the 
old Middlesex Hospital in the background. Sir 
Comyns traces the history of Bland-Sutton from 
his schooldays, when lack of pence nearly led 
him to become a schoolmaster in an elementary 
school, through the period when he lived by 
coaching perverse and idle medical students al 
Cooke’s School of Anatomy until he had saved 
the £100 which he paid in golden sovereigns 
to the Dean of the Medical School at the 
Middlesex Hospital in exchange for a perpetual 
student’s ticket. And, says Sir Comyns, the Dean 
had a hole in his pocket, so that some of the 
hard-earned coins never reached the bank, for 
they literally fell out on the way. Plodding, 
industry and skill in teaching led Bland-Sutton 
slowly up the ladder to success until, as he 
used to say himself, he discovered a gold mine 
in the bellies of women and exploited it. He 
then turned his attention to public work for 
the profession, and did it well, as he had done 
everything else well, lecturing at the Royal 
College of Surgeons, serving on its Council, and 
finally attaining the acme of his ambition when 
he was elected President. He rose slowly but 
not without friction; jealousy and personal feel- 
ings often obstructed his progress, but never 
made him bitter, and his many hobbies enabled 
him to make light of them. His love for and 
curiosity about every kind of animal and the 
constant urge to travel were a Pe and 
enabled him to reach a happy old age, for he 
was more than 81 when he died. It was right 
that his memorial service should be held in 
Westminster Abbey, for, apart from his profes- 
sional eminence, he was a _ Londoner of 
Londoners and his speech ever bewrayed him.” 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s 


issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. : 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor ment 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 
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COMPULSORY PASTEURISATION OF MILK 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—Mr. Tullis thinks there are two aspects 
of the above question: (1) Economic considera- 
tions; (2) Public Health considerations. He also 

rants convincing that pasteurisation is definitely 
inadvisable, but he does not state whether he 
refers to all milk supplies or not. Mr. Manley. 
deals with the question of routine clinical 
examination and refutes the statement of the 
Medical Officer of Health for Somerset that this 
examination is valueless in the elimination of 
tuberculosis. 

Those of us who have seen the milk problem 
from the City Authorities’ point of view are all 
familiar with the statements made that pasteuris- 
ation is the most urgent public health measure 
necessary for ensuring the safety of milk 
supplies; in fact, tuberculous infection or animal 
disease is often made the scapegoat. Lack of 
control over production of the supplies consumed 
in their areas and defects in distribution, no 
doubt somewhat influence this demand. 


The medical profession are not the only source 

of this claim but are also backed up by some 
members of the veterinary profession and by 
inany interested persons of large milk distribu- 
tion firms, 
_ Mr. Tullis points out that the effect of pasteur- 
isation on the welfare of the producer retailer 
or on the small retailer, as opposed to the larger 
distributing firms in the retail market, is one for 
politicians to deal with. I would also suggest 
that as in dealing with water supplies, public 
authorities may have to consider the distribution 
of milk themselves if pasteurisation is made 
compulsory, or milk distribution will be con- 
trolled by combines who can dictate to the 
public and especially to the producers. 

The advocates of compulsory pasteurisation do 
not concern themselves with all its implications 
—questions such as dealing with milk consumed 
by rural school children in their homes although 
they may be supplied with pasteurised milk at 
school, or how milk is to be dealt with which 
is consumed by the inhabitants of small towns, 
villages, and the producers’ households, or the 
future sale for milk produced and bottled on 
licensed tuberculin tested producers’ premises. 

Small pasteurising plants suitable for farms 
or for a small output of milk are now available, 
but it is doubtful if the extra expense involved 
in providing and operating these plants and the 
official supervision of them can be justified if 
a supply of tubercle-free milk is available, or 
could be made available. 

For some years, however, the bulking of milk 
for purposes of collection and transport has been 
increasing pasteurisation is necessary to 
keep it marketable. 

he claim previously made against pasteurisa- 
lion, that it would tend to discourage methods 
of clean milk production, is perhaps of less 
importance since’ the introduction of the 
accredited scheme as a means of improving the 
general supply by payment of a quality bonus to 
producers. Pasteurisation of bulked milk, there- 
fore, should be justified on the grounds of 
preventing widespread epidemics of milk-borne 
diseases and to facilitate distribution. 

With unbulked milk intended for sale as raw 
milk, a standard quality could be demanded. 
More co-operation would be necessary between 
producing and consuming areas to ascertain the 
source and destination of raw milk supplies, and 
nothing less than the tuberculin tested standard 
might be allowed by legislation to be sold raw. 
The revocation of a producer’s licence would 
automatically prevent the sale of the milk in the 
raw milk market, e 

The interest of the profession in this question 
must primarily be that of guarding against any 
unfair attacks on our efficiency to eliminate 
animal diseases made by pasteurisation 
enthusiasts. If the profession was given a chance, 
all the milk sold raw could be produced from 
tubercle-free herds and bottled on the producer’s 
premises, 

The questions involved in’ preventing milk- 
borne diseases and the contamination of bulk 
milk from indefinite sources, are problems for 
the medical profession and might be guarded 
against by pasteurisation where and when 
indicated, 

Persons engaged in the handling of milk should 
be required to undergo more medical examina- 
tion than at present. 

Our profession is the only section of the com- 
munity who thoroughly guard the 
wholesomeness of the product of one of the 
domestic animals, and I agree with Mr. Mayall 


726 No. 23. VoL. 49. 


that we cannot accept a heated mixture of any 
milk produced under any conditions as the best 
product which can be obtained even if pasteurisa- 
lion is to be efficiently carried out. 

One would like to see pasteurisation and 
distribution taken over by a Milk Board or 
municipal authorities, all supplies being collected 
in clearing stations for examination and pasteur- 
isation, and the milk delivered in cartons to 
each household by their own staff—the elimina- 
tion of animal disease, housing of animals and 
production on the farm proceeding as subsidiary 
schemes under veterinary supervision, and ail 
milk produced being paid for on a quality basis. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Wm. Tween. 

County Hall, 

Taunton, 
Somerset. 


May 25th, 1937. 


GRASS DISEASE 


To THe EpIroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I have had a case of grass disease in a 

ten-year-old Shire mare which has apparently 
made an excellent and rapid recovery following 
the administration of anti-perfringens serum, 
obtained through Messrs. Willows and Co., 
London. 
_ The instructions advise 25 c.c. being given 
intravenously, and a further 25 c¢.c. subcutan- 
eously. These injections are repeated every day 
until a cure is effected. These instructions were 
carried out at the primary injection but at the 
subsequent injections (of which four were given, 
making five in all) the whole 50 c.c. was given 
intravenously. 

Mr. G, W. Begs M.R.C.V.S., County Veterinary 
Officer, very kin iy saw the case at my request 
and placed the diagnosis beyond dispute. 

After the second injection of serum, the mare 
was able to take sloppy food. Prior to this, 
swallowing was impossible. 

In view of the prevalence of the disease in 
Scotland, I am making this communication in 
the hope that Scottish colleagues may try out this 
serum, and ascertain if we have at last a 
reliable and efficient remedy, and that the 
apparent recovery in my case is ngt a 
coincidence. 

When I first saw the case, I suspected that it 
was a case of choking, in view of the violent 
anti-peristaltic waves ascending the oesophagus, 
profuse salivation, and marked tenderness over 
the larynx. Having no probang with me, I gave 
one-and-a-half grains of pilocarpine. Later the 
stomach pump was passed, with some degree 
of resistance, into the stomach. My suspicions 
that it might be a case of grass disease were not 
aroused until the following morning when I 
received a report that the mare was no better, 
and that a horse on an adjoining farm had died 
ee from alleged choking the previous day. 
It struck me as rather out of the ordinary to 
have two cases of choking in the district in 
horses. I have since learnt that this other case 
was undoubtedly one of choking and that death 
occurred before the veterinary surgeon could get 
there—in fact, he was stopped within a few 
minutes of receiving a request to attend. The 
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mare in my case was given a feed of crushed 
oats and turned out to grass with her foal, and 
developed symptoms within 20 minutes. 


Yours faithfully, 
J. F. D. Torr, F.R.C.V.S. 
Winchester. 


May 30th, 1937. 


* * * * * 


ELECTROCUTION OF DOGS 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Absence abroad has hitherto prevented 
me from seeing the letter published in the 
Veterinary Record, on May 8th, over the signa- 
ture of Mr. C. R. Johns, of the National Canine 
Defence League. It would be useless for me to 
enter into controversy with Mr, Johns, for his 
statements show that he has not understood the 
important experimental work to which I referred. 
Anybody with the requisite technical knowledge 
who will look up the paper by Ferris, King, 
Spence and Williams in Electrical Engineering 
for 1936, page 498, will find in it an exhaustive 
experimental analysis of precisely the conditions 
that prevail in the apparatus used by Mr. Johns, 
which I have seen in operation. I have summar- 
ised this and other recent American work in 
Vol. 4 of the Animal Year Book, published by 
ULAWS, but those who are interested would do 
well to refer to the original papers. These are 
listed in the bibliography at the end of my 
article and can be seen in the Patent Office 
library. 

Some time ago I asked Mr. Johns to permit 
the current to be measured in a_ series of 
electrocutions in his apparatus, but he refused 
on grounds that I can only describe as frivolous. 
If it should be found that the current sometimes 
falls below the limen now known to be requisite 
for rapid loss of consciousness, his transformer 
would need to be redesigned, and this is all the 
expense and trouble to which he would probably 
be put; if, on the other hand, the current is 
found to be invariably adequate, he would have 
the satisfaction of knowing that in no instances 
is death preceded by a period of torture. It is, 
therefore, to be yan Rogge he has thought 
fit to adopt an obstructive and obscurantist 
attitude. 

Yours faithfuly, 
C. W. Hume. 
284, Regent’s Park Road, 


Finchley 
London, N.3. 


May 30th, 1937. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has 
been informed that the Second International 
Congress of Agricultural Press will be held on 
June 15th and 16th next at the Hague. The first 
Congress was held in Brussels in July, 1935, and 
the International Federation of Agricultural 
Press, Rome, states that much interest has been 
displayed in the topics discussed at these 
Congresses and that they foresee advantage to 
the Agricultural Press in various European 
countries arising therefrom. Programmes of the 
Congress will be sent to any desiring them if 
they make request to the Secretariat of the 
Congress, Via Regina Elena 86, Rome. 
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